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Palestine is beginning to carve out a cultural position on the world map. In a single 
week last month, the legendary Algerian singer Souad Massi pitched up for an 
unforgettable concert, the International Art Academy unveiled a Picasso masterpiece, 
and the football team finished off Afghanistan to take a step closer to the 2014 World 
Cup in Brazil.

At This Week in Palestine, we always seek to present life and society here, rather than 
the broad strokes favoured by international media. This value underpins this edition, 
looking at collections both public and personal, as well as a mix of both.

For the personal, we hear touching stories from Beirut’s camps about what Palestinian 
refugees were able to keep from their homes after they fled in 1948. We marvel at 
Enrique Jidi’s pearls, Mazen and Yvette Qupty’s paintings, and prove that every one 
of you is a collector in some way.

For institutions, we honour Bethlehem as the undisputed museum hotspot of Palestine. 
There is a look inside the delicate process of renovations and the charming story of 
how Gaza Zoo has been able to develop its collection under siege, through the journey 
of two African lions through the perilous tunnels.

Throughout this edition, our stories carry an international flavour, in reflection of how 
Palestine’s ties abroad are becoming increasingly vital. This has been shown by recent 
and imminent events, as Greece’s economic meltdown sabotages the Gaza flotilla, 
and every world leader from Syria to Germany finds a way into the picture of the UN 
resolution on Palestinian statehood.

While international influence has rarely had the desired effect here, the embedding 
of links through trade, culture, and mutual recognition cannot help but convince the 
neutral observer that Palestine is a country with all capacities necessary for statehood. 
As a population and culture, Palestine has a sophistication and development that far 
outstrips many “first world” nations. You will find ample evidence for this claim in the 
following pages.
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Collecting and Collectors
With Spotlights on the Kawar Collection

By Widad Kawar and George Al Ama

Collecting is shrewdly defined as 
the passionate selection, acquisition, 
and keeping of subjectively valuable 
objects that are personally meaningful 
to the collector due to their production, 
circulation, or consumption. An irrational 
and emotional motivation – for both the 
collectors and the people who surround 
them – drives them to follow their 
obsession and addiction, and urges them 
to persevere. 

Collecting covers a whole range of 
human emotions that range from extreme 
hoarders who purchase a certain item for 
their personal use, to givers who share 
the love and passion for the objects in 
their care. Accordingly, collectors are 
divided into three categories: on one 
hand, the hunters are the fanatics who 
rush with adrenaline to obtain an item, 
which, once it becomes a part of their 
collections their interest in it vanishes. On 
the other hand, there are the gatherers 
who add to their collection any object 
that they happen upon that attracts them. 
They never actively go out and seek. 
And finally, there is the poised group, 
or the hunter-gatherers, who search for 
items that add value to their collection 
and contribute to telling the story that 
captivated them in the first place.

Al though the dealers  must  be 
connoisseurs and able to cherish and 
admire an object in order to select the 
right one, they rarely exhibit emotional 
attachment to any object; on the 
contrary, dealers aim to add glamour to 
it. Collectors, however, feel obligated to 
obtain objects that fulfil their passions; 
acquiring a desired object adds to 
a collector’s sense of self-worth; it 
is a soul-substance or life-force that 
provides invisible power and exceptional 
dynamism. 

Collecting is usually based on an idea 
or a belief that a collector tries to defend 

or prove to the community or to the 
world. Collectors never quit, and they 
are usually known for approaching their 
hobby with passion. They are single-
minded and are incorrigibly dedicated. 
Aims versus goals, emotions versus 
sentiments, and passion versus motives 
form the engine that urges the collector 
to proceed; collectors buy with fervour 
and have a certain love for the objects 
they own. Rarely do they vend an object 
unless it becomes incoherent with the 

collection; collecting is an all-consuming 
passion, just like the addiction of a 
compulsive gambler.

In order to formulate a well-defined 

collection is known by its documentation; 
it is the peculiarity that brings together the 
fragments hidden between the folds of 
different objects to tell a story.

compilation, one famous collector stated 
that five rules must be followed: a real 
collector must feel like a millionaire 
even when penniless, money must 
never stand in the way; rationalisation 
is the collector’s greatest enemy; the 
collector must be prepared to make 
heroic sacrifices – self-denial passes 
but the work of art endures; collectors 
do not haggle; and collectors must define 
the limits of their own collections and 
never go beyond them. A well-defined 

A common language and a specialised 
vocabulary are what gather the collectors 
into one circle of knowledge, and a 
shared terminology binds them into a 
community of defined friends, which 
consequently separates them from 
others. In addition, collecting takes place 
in a much narrower space than that of 
general consumption, and the areas of 
collection are socially sanctioned rather 
than absolutely characteristic. 

A passion for Palestine and its cultural 

Part of the Kawar Collection.
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heritage, as well as the conservation of 
its identity are illustrated in the following 
account of the creation of a Palestinian 
folkloric ensemble – the Kawar Collection.

Two Palestinian costumes received as 
a gift from a relative were the first items 
in what has today become the largest 
existing collection of Palestinian heritage 
in the world; two dresses that date back 
to the 1800s – a jellayeh: a dress with a 
slit down the front worn over a trousers, 
and a tubsi: a bridal dress. Both are 
from the Ramallah area and precipitated 
the urge to preserve Palestinian cultural 
heritage through collecting Palestinian 
costumes, jewellery, household items, 
and kitchenware. It was never the 
intention to establish a collection, but 
perhaps growing up in Bethlehem and 
going to school in Ramallah – the two 
Palestinian towns that are most famous 
for treasuring Palestinian heritage, 
where weaving and embroidery are 
among the most common crafts, and 
whose women are best known for their 
skills in embroidery – was the nostalgic 
motivation behind starting the collection.

The other motivation is directly related 
to the tragic fate that befell Palestine; the 
successive wars of 1948 and 1967, and 
the series of events that accompanied 
the two wars – namely, the destruction of 
Palestinian villages, the dispossession of 
the people, and their forced exile – have 
created a sense of responsibility towards 
preserving Palestinian cultural identity. 
Being forced to witness the appropriation 
and elimination of Palestinian heritage 
and identity – when the Palestinians, 
who used to make rich and colourful 
embroidered handmade costumes, 
lost all that they had or were obliged 
to sell what they had in order to secure 
their needs in exile – was indeed a 
very powerful motivation to later save 
whatever represented Palestinian 
heritage. 

The experience of compiling the Kawar 
Collection went beyond the simple 
acquisition of the various pieces; priority 
was given to linking the items acquired 
with the women who made and used 

them. This ongoing work attempts to 
discover what happened in Palestine over 
the last ten decades or so and to spot the 
social, economic, and political changes 
that have shaped, divided, and motivated 
the Palestinian social structure. It reveals 
the nostalgia that is present through 
the stories of ordinary people, women 
in particular, who have contributed to 
assembling the tale of Palestine through 
bridging the gap between the major 
events of history and everyday life. In 
addition, it reveals the harm caused to 

the Palestinians and their culture, and 
the strong and stable role of women in 
negotiating crises and preserving the 
family and Palestinian identity.

During the course of compiling the 
collection, with the feelings of excitement 
and pleasure combined with the urge to 
search for objects that reflect magical 
and compelling features, one comes 
to realise that the simple lifestyle and 
openness of people made it easier for 
the collector to obtain the items. Several 
foreign collectors were pioneers in 

collecting Palestinian costumes – both 
travellers and pilgrims to the Holy 
Land as well as those who came with 
the various missionaries to Palestine. 
They were active in the first half of the 
twentieth century and were impressed 
by Palestinian folk art, taking home with 
them many samples as souvenirs. It was 
not until the mid-fifties that Palestinians 
started to pay attention to their folklore 
and heritage.

Today, as compiling a collection of 
Palestinian folk objects is related to 
one’s identity and homeland, many 
Palestinians – especially those who were 
forced to leave and live in exile – relate to 
Palestine through gathering a collection 
that links them back to their roots. Despite 
the various motivations that drive people 
to start a collection, an unintentional 
consequence of the growing number of 
collections is the competition that this 
creates and the subsequent increase 
in price of various objects as well as 
the decrease in availability of valuable 
pieces. In addition, the increase in 
awareness about cultural heritage has led 
various museums and individuals around 
the world to seek to add a Palestinian 
folkloric piece to their acquisitions. 
Nowadays it is rare that a collector find 
pieces available for purchase that are 
in the possession of the original owners 
or heirs. In addition, given the greater 
awareness of cultural heritage, it is more 
difficult for people to part with items that 
have material and sentimental value. 

It has taken more than 50 years to 
compile the Kawar Collection, which 
exceeds 3,000 documented items that 
signify Palestinian cultural heritage. 
The collection reflects and connects 
the various aspects of Palestinian life – 
obligations and burdens that, at a certain 
point, started to replace the pleasures 
and delights. Providing the proper space 
to house the collection and taking care 
of each and every item is a hard job that 
requires knowledge and competence, 
including obtaining comprehensive 
information about each piece and 
carefully and clearly documenting it. 

Back of a boy’s circumcision vest worn in Hebron villages (c.1930) 
- The Kawar Collection.
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While the safeguarding of a collection is the 
nightmare of any devoted collector, the hardest 
question you can ever address a collector 
would be: “What are the future plans for your 
collection?” A passionate collector, who spends 
years compiling a collection, feels the burden of 
maintaining the collection for future generations 
to taste and enjoy. Another question a collector 
often hears is “Why don’t you establish a museum 
for your collection?” Unfortunately, the ones who 
ask that question never seem to think about 
the energy and effort it would take to establish 
a museum. Who would take care of it? Who 
would run it? 

The darkest future of all for any collector remains 
the potential fragmentation of the collection; after 
all, the value of the collection is in the story it 
tells when it is compiled. Perhaps it would be 
too nostalgic to admit that the fragmentation of 
a Palestinian collection would bring to mind the 
exile and despair of the Palestinian nation. Still, 
the delight and excitement that accompany a 
collector along the way are irreplaceable; this is 
the true joy of collecting.

Mrs. Widad Kawar, also known as Umm 
l’ibas al-falastini – the mother of Palestinian 
dress, is a collector of Palestinian and Arab 
heritage. She has the largest known collection 
of traditional Palestinian folklore, heritage, 
and costumes.

George Al Ama is a collector and a researcher 
on Palestinian cultural heritage at the Centre 
for Cultural Heritage Preservation (CCHP). 
George can be reached at galama@cchp.ps.
Article photos by Nabil Quttaineh.

Sleeve of a Beit Dajan dress showing Bethlehem couching applied 
by Manneh Hazboun (c.1938) - The Kawar Collection.

Costumes from the Kawar Collection.
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Building a Legacy of Art in Palestine
By TWIP

If you’re an art enthusiast, you probably 
already know about Mazen Qupty. 
Together with his wife Yvette, he has 
spent the last 25 years amassing the 
world’s most definitive collection of 
Palestinian artwork, and has been its 
most visible exponent at home and 
abroad. 

Today his Jerusalem home is a shrine to 
the talents of past and present, a walk-in 
montage of vibrant colours. The walls are 
lined with elegantly framed paintings, 
and no surface is untouched by tasteful 
adornment. Qupty, a successful lawyer 
by trade, has now acquired around 
220 pieces charting two centuries of 
evolution. 

The Quptys took their first steps down 
this path in 1985, the year of their 
marriage. Yvette, born into a family of 
artists and goldsmiths, had studied art 
for a year before her teacher poured 
cold water on the hope of becoming a 
professional, telling her, “If you are not 
successful, you will not eat.”

Yet their partnership rekindled a 
passion, and together they made their 
first investment in a piece by Taysir 
Barakat, a painter from Jabalia Camp. 
It took them two years to raise the $700 
price and thereafter they were insatiable. 
“We were crazy at that time,” says Mazen. 
“Every time we heard of an exhibition with 
Palestinian art we would go there. Paris, 
Stockholm, anywhere.”

The Quptys are patriots as much as art-
lovers. Mazen describes his motivation 
to show the world “the beautiful face of 
Palestine” and in doing so reverse the 
damaging stereotypes of militancy. He 
takes pleasure in the surprise he often 
encounters when showing his collection 
to Palestinians and internationals alike, 
many of them unaware that Palestine had 
produced such treasures.

Their col lect ion also serves as 
unique documentation of Palestine’s 
social history. It is possible to see the 
evolution from biblical icons, through an 
expressionist period, to the still lifes of 

Sophie Halaby and the surreal delights 
of Suleiman Mansour. Such a journey 
highlights the richness and depth of 
Palestinian cultural life long before this 
land was ever “disputed.”

Mazen has made a crusade of bringing 
this to popular attention. At the time of 
writing, several pieces from the collection 
are on loan at two exhibitions. He and his 
wife are so committed to the creation of 
a comprehensive museum of Palestinian 
art that they are willing to sacrifice their 
entire collection to an embryonic project 
led by Al-Hoash Gallery in Jerusalem. 
“We can provide work from over 60 

artists, which would be a good start,” 
says Mazen.

The couple agree that they will miss 
their paintings, but Mazen feels it is a 
duty to make them available to the public. 
“When they were painted, the artists 
intended them to be displayed.” He is 
confident that the museum will come 
together and succeed, but not without 
“time, money, and more crazy people 
like me!”

His vision of the future is not limited to 
the museum. As chairman of Palestine’s 
International Art Academy from 2004–
2009 he implemented new wide-ranging 

Painting by Sophie Halabi.

Painting by Assad Azzi.
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courses for students that are beginning to 
bear fruit. In June, the academy produced 
its first six graduates, a proud moment for 
all concerned.

Mazen is fascinated by the emerging 
concepts of modern art. “If you go back 
20 years, there was no art but painting. 
Since then a new generation have grown 
up in the West and in Israel. Now we are 
seeing more experimentation, more video 
art and installations.” 

While he is supportive of new art forms, 
he wants young people to take the time 
to master the techniques. “My advice is 
always to persist with education,” he says. 
“Some geniuses don’t need it – Khaled 
Hourani and Mohamad Fadel never went 
to art school. But most people have to 
study, read, practise, and go to exhibitions. 
I want artists to express themselves, but 
they must have enough skill and know 
the form.”

For Mazen, art has always given him 
balance and respite from the pressures 
of a career in law. For him the collection 

is not a luxury, more a guarantor of quality 
of life. Sitting in his lounge surrounded 
by the masterpieces, with the lilting 
accompaniment of classical music from 
another room, it is easy to accept his 
perspective that an “artistic environment 
makes us more sensitive, more human, 
more ready to accept others.” He is proud 
to recall that when his youngest child first 
left the house ten days after birth, it was for 
the purpose of visiting a gallery, a passion 
now shared by his whole family.

The process of collection has its own 
fascination. The Quptys have become 
renowned for their passion and regularly 
field calls from dealers, friends, and people 
with chance discoveries. Mazen was able 
to acquire an original by nineteenth-
century legend Nicola Saig, after an 
out-of-the blue call from Jifna Village, 
and a pawnshop owner from Jerusalem 
was able to supply him with a stunning 
collection of works from the late Sophie 
Halaby for the knock-down fee of $5,000. 
“She had no family (to take them),” says 

Mazen. “They would have been lost.”
I ask if he is frustrated by the lack 

of government interest in preserving 
Palestinian heritage. Surely it is too much 
responsibility for a busy lawyer?

“I accept that culture is a low priority 
here,” he says. “But in most Western 
countries (art) is driven by private funding. 
This way there is less censorship, less 
involvement from politicians.”

He is confident that other Palestinian 
collectors are taking responsibility and 
following his lead. “The art economy is 
growing here. I know friends who have 
30 to 40 pieces and more who are getting 
involved. In 40 years I want us to be where 
Britain was 50 years ago.”

Sti l l ,  the journey of the Picasso 
masterpiece recently arrived at the 
International Art Academy is a reminder 

of the maintenance required to preserve 
artworks. Experts were brought in to 
create the ideal humidity levels and 
millions were spent transporting it. Mazen 
acknowledges that private collectors 
cannot call on such resources but feels 
that with a little ingenuity artworks can 
be kept in pristine condition. With a 
carefully created environment and skilled 
restoration he has been able to keep even 
his old and delicate treasures intact. 

At a time when artworks are becoming 
increasingly commodified, so that a single 
Jackson Pollock can sell for $140 million, 
with a market that has become dominated 
by businessmen and investors with little 
appreciation of masterpieces beyond their 
re-sell value, it is refreshing to hear that 
the Quptys have no idea of the financial 
worth of their collection. 

“To me they are priceless,” Mazen 

Painting by Tayseer Barakat.

Painting by Sliman Mansour.
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says, gazing at a piece by Assad Azzi. 
In it stands a horseman in the desert, 
a lonely icon in a backdrop of mystic 
unpredictability.

One can see why he finds such 
resonance in the character, isolated in 
a mission of epic scale without a clear 
route or any prospect of a conclusion. 
Yet for Mazen that journey is its own 
reward, and the onerous responsibility 
of emancipating Palestinian art is to be 

warmly embraced. 
He has achieved notable successes 

already but these have whetted his 
appetite. Establishing the national 
museum would be the greatest triumph 
yet, providing a legacy of inspiration 
for the next generation of students and 
artists. And when the doors open, and all 
of the Qupty collection is hanging on a 
public wall, Mazen and Yvette will simply 
start another one.

Painting by Sophie Halabi.





Palestine’s rich heritage encompasses innumerable 
archaeological and historical sites, renowned architectural 
monuments, and typical rural and urban buildings and 
constructions. Yet many factors threaten the survival and 
continuity of its cultural heritage.

Museums are great tools for preserving objects 
and exploring the important stories that their unique 
collections can tell. If ideally positioned, they will be 
able to delve deep and examine the different layers of 
the fabric of Palestinian society. The history they will tell 
will be forged out of the shared culture, experiences, 
occupations, and events in the occupied Palestinian 
territory. 

Over the past years, UNDP’s Programme of Assistance 
to the Palestinian People has worked in supporting the 
tourism and culture sectors in the occupied Palestinian 
territory through the restoration and rehabilitation of 
cultural heritage sites and improvement of touristic 
areas and networks. Moreover, UNDP has rehabilitated 
and restored homes and infrastructure in the Old City of 
Hebron, upgraded the Ein el-Sultan Spring in Jericho, and 
constructed the Cultural Palace in Ramallah.

A Historic Opportunity

Development of 11 Historical Museums:
The Holy Land
A new joint programme between MoTA and UNDP/PAPP

Empowered lives.
Resilient nations.

Al-Shuyukh Museum

Visit Palestine,



In line with the Palestinian National Development 
Plan and the priorities of the Ministry of Tourism and 
Antiquities, UNDP/PAPP and MoTA proceeded to 
identify the most urgent tangible (infrastructural) needs 
in the culture and tourism sectors, outlining the first 
phase of interventions and proposing the way forward 
to facilitate the implementation of these interventions. 

The programme will include interventions in East 
Jerusalem, Gaza, and Area C, focusing mainly on 
museums, cultural sites, historical buildings, and 
archaeological storage, among others. 

The programme will also target the conservation and 
protection of cultural infrastructure through the rehabilitation of historical buildings and 
the establishment of 11 local museums in Nablus, Jenin, Hebron, Sabastiya, Bethlehem, 
Tulkarem, Dura, Si’ir, Al-Shuyukh, Ne’lin, and Beit Rima. 

The targeted museums will be developed to become a community place for 
tourists and locals where Palestinian heritage will be preserved and valued. They 
will contribute to achieving educational objectives for students from schools and 
universities, and raising awareness about the importance of cultural preservation and 
protection, as well as promoting studies and research on Palestinian cultural heritage.

Furthermore, these interventions will provide a longer-term impact through human 
development that will benefit children, youth, women, and other marginalised 
segments of the population by providing job opportunities and sustainable income 
for local professionals (craftsmanship, tourism, and cultural management).

For specific information regarding this programme, please contact Dr. Hamdan Taha, 
Assistant Deputy Minister, Sector of Antiquities and Cultural Heritage, Ministry of 
Tourism and Antiquities, at 02-274-1581, or Walid Hasna, Team Leader, Infrastructure 
and Engineering Unit, UNDP/PAPP at 02- 626-8200. 

1. Ne’lin Museum
2. Nablus Museum
3. Tulkarem Museum
4. Dura Museum
5. Sabastiya Museum

1
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Visit Palestine The Holy Land
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Palestinian Heritage Center
Preserver and Promoter of Palestinian Cultural Heritage

By Maha Saca

The Palestinian Heritage Centre (PHC) 
was established 1991 in Bethlehem by 
Mrs. Maha Saca. The Centre’s main goal 
is to promote and preserve the meaning 
and significance of Palestinian culture 
and heritage and to preserve, protect, 
promote and revive this heritage from 
loss and appropriation, especially the 
art of embroidery and traditional dress. 

In addition to its main goal, other 
PHC objectives include assisting in 
the documentation and preservation of 
Palestinian cultural heritage and history 
by establishing a professional, permanent 
exhibition in Bethlehem; promoting 
Palestinian culture among international 
tourists and visitors who come to visit 
the city of Bethlehem; raising awareness 
regarding Palestinian heritage in an effort 
to establish dialogue and respect among 
cultures; offering education and outreach 
to our local community in Palestine; 
keeping the culture alive for the young 
generations of Palestinians; reviving 
the beauty of Palestinian traditional 
handicrafts; and empowering Palestinian 
women, mainly through employment, 
economic independence, and self-
reliance. The PHC provides women with 
the opportunity to work from home in an 
effort to keep them close to their families.

The PHC produces fair-trade handmade 
embroidery crafted by women from 
villages and refugee camps around 
the city of Bethlehem. This rich and 
exclusively female artistic tradition 
flourished in Palestine until the middle 
of the last century. The PHC is very 
keen on preserving this art and providing 
employment for women from the district 
of Bethlehem and beyond. 

The PHC has produced a series of 
posters and postcards that present 
Palestinian dress from various geo-
cu l tu ra l  reg ions.  These images 
represent women in traditional dresses 
photographed within the religious, 

historical, or archaeological settings of 
their village or region. 

The centre and cultural exhibition 
are located at the northern entrance of 
Bethlehem and consist of an exhibition 
of Palestinian traditional dress and 
jewellery, a traditional living room, a 

also showcased in the centre’s postcards, 
pictures, and videos. The centre also 
offers handmade crafts such as wood, 
glass, and mother of pearl. Visitors can 
dress up in traditional Palestinian attire 
and take photos in the Bedouin tent.

In order to preserve this heritage and to 
create a bridge between the past and the 
present, the centre has revived interest 
in Palestinian embroidery by renting out 
traditional Palestinian wedding attire 
for women and men, and creatively 

furnished Bedouin tent, a library, an 
exhibition of traditional household items, 
and a gift shop. 

The centre’s gift shop offers samples 
of Palestinian traditional art, such as 
purses, wall hangings, pants, blouses, 
dresses, shawls, etc., all embroidered 
with traditional motifs and colours that are 

incorporating embroidery on modern 
clothing.

The PHC is very active locally and 
internationally (especially in Europe, the 
United States, and the Arab world) in 
preserving Palestinian heritage through 
lectures, workshops, exhibits, shows, and 
publications. 

Traditional tent.

Manual coffee roaster.
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In 2007 my daughter, Dr. Iman Saca, 
was the curator of an exhibit on Palestinian 
traditional costumes and the art of 
embroidery at the University of Chicago’s 
Oriental Institute Museum. The exhibit was 
up for six months and attracted a large 
number of visitors. She has also published 
a book entitled Embroidering Identities: A 
Century of Palestinian Costumes. 

Numerous national and international 
awards have been given to the PHC and 
its founder for their continuous efforts to 
revive and protect Palestinian heritage and 
promote Palestinian culture.

The next main goal is to establish a 
Palestinian Heritage Centre Museum/
exhibition space that will hold the centre’s 
unique and rare collection of traditional 
Palestinian attire for men and women and 
traditional jewellery and headdress, as well 
as the centre’s large collection of traditional 
household and farming equipment.

We believe that the establishment of a 
permanent exhibition as part of the present-
day PHC in Bethlehem is a priority, and an 

obligation, of utmost importance. Through 
the PHC museum local Palestinians, 
especially the young generation, will learn 
about their heritage and take pride in the 
achievements of their ancestors. Tourists 
and visitors who flock to Bethlehem 
regularly will be able to see the richness 
and achievement of the local population 
in a permanent exhibit that is organised 
according to international standards. This 
will allow the visitor to fully appreciate 
the exhibited items and their beauty, and 
experience the cultural achievements of the 
Palestinian people past and present. We 
are still seeking funding in order to achieve 
our goal to establish the museum. 

We welcome you to come for a tour of the 
PHC to experience first-hand the riches of 
Palestinian heritage. For more information, 
please visit our website at www.PHC.ps, or 
contact us at mahasaca@hotmail.com or 
059-927-9760.

Mrs. Maha Saca is the founder of the 
Palestinian Heritage Centre.

Palestine traditional costume map.
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Jerusalem: Traces and Collective Memory
A New Museum in the Old City

By Dr. Ali Qleibo

Preserving the Arab identity of 
Jerusalem is the Palestinians’ ultimate 
challenge. Forever associated with 
the last days of Jesus, his crucifixion 
and resurrection, and with Prophet 
Mohammed’s Night Journey and 
his transfiguration, Jerusalem has 
always been the religious centre 
of the Holy Land. Perched in the 
rugged Judean mountains, a fortified 
castle of monasteries and mosques, 
it dominated the Christian and 
Muslim world as the Holy City, Al-
Quds. Jerusalem has always been 
the cultural and theological centre 
of Palestine. Following Ottoman 
nineteenth-century reformations, 
Jerusalem was catapulted from its 
exclusive theological reclusiveness 
to worldly modernity.  Our ci ty 
achieved great cosmopolitan glamour 
under the British Mandate that has 
bequeathed us the rich cultural 
heritage in the suburban sprawl in 
Herod’s Gate, Sheikh Jarrah, El-
Musrarah, El-Shamma’ah Quarter, 
Abu Thor, Katamon, Talpiot, Baq’a.… 
Unfortunately, this rich social and 
economic heritage, spanning the past 
five hundred years, has been lost. In 
their speedy flight from their homes 
in 1948, Jerusalemites left behind not 
only their houses but their furniture, 
their various acquisitions, their family 
heirlooms and photo albums, their 
mementos: trophies that represent a 
veritable cultural museum.

Jerusalem was lost. Palestine is lost. 
Over sixty years have passed, and 

yet the struggle over the sovereignty 
of Jerusalem and the ongoing battle 
to preserve the Arab Christian and 
Moslem character of the city remains 
on the level of rhetoric…. Sheikh 
Jarrah and Silwan are being taken 
over by settlers, and much of the Old 
City real estate has already been 

wrested from their veritable owners. 
The situation is bleak. Justice is a 
concept that exists only in Homerian 
literature. Apart from a few isolated 
articles and biographies, the social 
history of the city remains overlooked. 
Without a museum with proper 

bastion of Western culture. Because 
of the lack of competent teachers, the 
GCE curriculum (General Certificate 
of Education) had to be cancelled 
in many schools. At the College des 
Freres where vestiges of the old 
British system of education linger, 
both history and English literature 
have already been dropped from 
the curriculum. This may reflect the 
demographic change of Jerusalem’s 
population. But it highlights the fact 
that Arab Jerusalem is overwhelmed 

belaboured complex of Al-Aqsa 
Mosque and who through time have 
changed its mosaics to ceramics, 
its elegant Byzantine lead dome 
to a garish oval golden dome. The 
beautiful wool carpets were replaced 
by smelly polyester factory-made rugs. 
Even the old crusader bronze rail 
surrounding the rock was sold in bulk 
to be reused as doorknobs.

History in the oldest Muslim city is not 
welcome; witness the impoverished 

documentation of Jerusalem’s social 
history, a way of life into which my 
generation was born will pass away 
lamentably unremembered. 

Within the overall desolation that 
Jerusalem suffers, consequent to the 
brain drain and the silent forced transfer 
of the remaining Arab population, the 
conditions have greatly deteriorated, 
even having a detrimental effect on 
the private school sector, once the 

by fanatic Israelis and ruthless Jewish 
suburbia. 

General Arab interest in Jerusalem 
remains limited to the level of puerile 
history studied as archeology attesting 
to the various Muslim dynasties whose 
rulers left their stamp in the form 
of various mausoleums, madaress 
(theological colleges), caravansaries, 
Turkish baths, and “philanthropists” 
who shaped and reshaped the much 

collection in the Muslim Museum in 
Al-Aqsa Mosque. It barely accounts for 
fourteen centuries of Arabic presence 
in Palestine.

The official attitude to Jerusalem 
is fraught with ambivalence. The 
symbolic theological significance 
of Jerusalem in Islam is constantly 
stressed on the rhetoric-oratory level. 
In fact, the special relationship of 
Al-Quds to Islam, as the first Qiblah 

Jerusalem. Photo from Palestine Image Bank.
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(direction of prayers) and the place 
where Prophet Mohammed met with 
God during the Night Journey, is 
undermined and summarily dismissed 
as a non-event, as attested by the 
official cancellation of the traditional 
holiday to commemorate the Night 
Journey. The symbolic meeting, 
the transfiguration of Mohammed 
in Jerusalem, ought to be exploited 
to mark the day as Jerusalem Day. 
Instead the holiday is passed over 
silently. The date marking Al-Isra’ 
Wal-Mir’aj is just another ordinary day. 
Nothing could express more eloquently 
the Arab paradoxical attitude towards 
Jerusalem and the instrumentalisation 
of Islam by the national Arab states 
under international pressure.

Wujoud, inside Jaffa Gate a few 
steps down David St., is a museum 
that seeks to portray the way 
Palestinian life used to be during the 
British Mandate. It is a small museum, 
a modest beginning and a preliminary 
attempt to pave the way to a sanctuary 
wherein memory is housed.

Nora Kort, the founder of the museum, 
is an extraordinary enterpriser. Once 
when there was a need for great 

teachers, she worked with Miss 
Aliyyeh Nuseibeh to establish the 
best girls’ school in Jerusalem: Al-
Nizamiyyeh. As times changed she 
sensed the needs of the aged in 
Jerusalem and proceeded to establish 
ATTA’, literally “Divine Gift,” an institute 
that serves the elderly and indigent. 
Later she sought to empower widows 
and spinsters by creating a home-
style-cooking kitchen that caters to 
domestic needs. Now Nora senses 
the need for a space that houses 
Palestinian memory: a Jerusalem 
museum. Wujoud suffers from limited 
funds. Its collection remains modest, 
incomplete, and fragmented.

I was particularly touched when she 
proudly showed me a lonely ceramic 
soap container. I looked at the single 
item and remembered the entire set 
that I grew up with, as a decoration 
on my mother’s bureau. It consists of 
a jug, a basin, the soap container, the 
sponge container…. At a time before 
water became abundant, before water 
ran in pipes and taps, and before 
people showered daily … they simply 
washed their faces by pouring the 
water from the jug. The water collected 

in the basin would later be used to 
irrigate the potted plants.

My attention was drawn to a corner 
where a broom stood against the wall 
next to the lagan (brass washing basin), 
the leefeh (sponge from loofah plant), 
and the qubqab (wooden bathroom 
clogs). I still remember the common 
perception of the kitchen cum bathroom 
as “impure” areas of the house. One 
changed from house slippers to these 
wooden clogs to enter the toilet or 
bathroom.

Pots and pans that I once knew, the 
brass types that were tinned to protect 
from brass poisoning … are on display. 
Western-style carved bureaus, closets, 
chairs, and elegant furniture items are 
scattered here and there and add a 
touch of opulence to the museum.

Unfortunately Nora gets little support 
and is met by hostility, indifference, 
and petty jealousy. She has not been 
intimidated by fires in her home or 
thieves and vandalism in the museum. 
Her valiant effort to keep up her project 
is impressive. The challenge to raise 
people’s consciousness about the 
importance of the museum is an 

ongoing crusade given the sad fact that 
the local merchants would prefer to use 
the museum rooms as storage space 
for their goods instead of as a shrine 
for memory. 

Wujoud, could not develop, thrive, 
and actualise its objectives without 
moral and financial support. A museum 
that provides a glimpse of Jerusalem’s 
social history is urgent. Philanthropists, 
such as wealthy Bethlehemite Widad 
Kawar, have been able to purchase and 
privately preserve Palestinian peasant 
embroidery; other self-glamorising 
social climbers seek to collect antiques 
or paintings. Wujoud stands apart as a 
Promethean effort to save the collective 
memory of a lost city. 

Nora, a member of the Greek Orthodox 
Church, grew up in a cosmopolitan 
Jerusalem family. Her father was my 
father’s good friend over eighty years 
ago. In fact, and this is a story I like, 
my father was the one who arranged 
the meeting and marriage between her 
mother and father.

It was a time of relative peace in 
the late thirties … when Jerusalem 
thrived with its Muslim and Christian 
population. Nora, on a personal level, 
represents a memory of the old days as 
we heard them described in our parents’ 
stories. A time not so very long ago 
when people still lived in the city, visited 
each other, and enjoyed life together.

Wujoud is a testimony and homage to 
those memories. 

Dr. Ali Qleibo is an anthropologist, author, 
and artist. A specialist in the social history 
of Jerusalem and Palestinian peasant 
culture, he is the author of Before the 
Mountains Disappear, Jerusalem in 
the Heart, and the recently published 
Surviving the Wall, an ethnographic 
chronicle of contemporary Palestinians 
and their roots in ancient Semitic 
civilisations. His filmic documentary 
about French cultural identity, Le Regard 
de L’Autre was shown at the Jerusalem 
International Film Festival. Dr. Qleibo 
lectures at Al-Quds University. He can be 
reached at aqleibo@yahoo.com.

Artwork by Ali Qliebo. Scene from the musuem.
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Reviving a Dying Handicraft
The Enrique Jidi Mother-of-Pearl Collection

By George Al Ama

Born in 1960 to Bethlehemite parents 
in Colombia, Latin America, Enrique Jidi 
was impressed by distinct mother-of-pearl 
pieces that were produced in Bethlehem 
and kept in the homes of immigrants who 
brought them to their new country as 
relics. When he was a child these pieces 
represented a tangible tie to the nostalgic 
stories about Palestine that he had heard 
from his parents and grandparents. Later, 
the engineer and businessman started 
collecting and documenting mother-of-
pearl pieces produced in Bethlehem. He 
began to explore museums and private 
collections, some of which are in the 
palaces of European royal families – and 
even under the hammer of famous auction 
houses.

Travelling all over the world, Enrique’s 
passion was fuelled by studies, research, 
and documentation in an attempt to 
trace and register the Palestinian art of 
mother-of-pearl carving, exploring the 
influence of various missionaries on the 
local artists, and later emphasising the 
artist and family workshops in which the 
pieces were produced, especially during 
the golden age of the industry – the mid-
nineteenth century until the first quarter 
of the twentieth century – when mother-
of-pearl pieces were not only considered 
souvenirs from the Holy Land but also 
masterpieces of fine craftsmanship.

Enrique started to establish his collection 
of mother-of-pearl pieces in 1988, and as 
his collection grew, so did his dreams, 
vision, and knowledge. With his goal set, 
Enrique began to trace the various pieces 
exhibited around the world, pinpointing 
the Palestinian pieces that were labelled, 
either on purpose or by mistake, as 
European, Indian, or indo-Portuguese, 
and referring them to their origins: carved 
in Bethlehem, Palestine. His ambition 
drew him one step further in 1998 through 
establishing Taller Palestina – meaning 
the Palestinian Workshop.

The main objectives of Taller Palestina are 
to revive and preserve these masterpieces 
through cataloguing those that have been 
found throughout the world, and to study 
this vanishing art that has distinguished 
Palestine. The permanent training of 
the interdisciplinary group of Colombian 
artists on the techniques and know-how 
of the Bethlehemite art of mother-of-pearl 
has contributed to widening the knowledge 
on the techniques and designs of the 
various pieces; figurative carving, filigree-
like work, the inlay of the mother-of-pearl, 
and the engraving on the precious material 
are part of the traditional work being 
revived at the workshop.

Throughout his research, studies, and 
travels to identify and document the 
various objects, Enrique felt that it was 
his duty to publish his research. Thus, 
El Arte Palestino de Tallar el Nácar 
(The Palestinian Art of Mother-of-Pearl 
Carving) was written in conjunction with 
Karen David and Martha Lizcaro. Enrique 
has shed light on the development of a 
vanishing Palestinian art. The connections 
established between Bethlehemites and 
the various pilgrims who came to visit the 
Holy Land have contributed to spreading 
this art to Europe, Asia, and Latin America; 
mother-of-pearl carvings can be found 
today in the British Museum in London, the 
Hermitage Museum in Saint Petersburg, 

the Vatican Collection, Il Museo Della 
Grazie in Rímini, and Topkapi Palace 
Museum in Istanbul, in addition to other 
pieces in churches, cathedrals, religious 
missions, and private collections. It is now 
possible to recognise the historical value 
of these pieces and the techniques and 
materials used in the production process. 
His research and ever-growing experience 
has also expanded his knowledge of 
seashells; his book Colombian Seashells 
from the Caribbean Sea contributed to 
the cataloguing of 1,530 species and 
illustrates the rich diversity of the marine 
molluscs in Colombia. 

Enrique’s research also revealed the 
forgotten names of several artists and 
the history of their family workshops: 
Bishara and Yousef Zoughbi, Suleiman 
Roc, Mikhail and Butros Al Ama, and Elias 
Dabdoub. The assembly of the complete 
history of the Zoughbi family workshop is 
one of the most important documentations 
that Enrique has pursued, in cooperation 
with the Zoughbi family who has helped 
trace the outstanding masterpieces that 
were produced by two generations of 
the family during a period of 115 years. 
In addition, viewing and examining the 
various signed pieces by the different 
artists in important collections all around 
the world has endowed Enrique with the 
knowledge and ability to attribute the 
unknown pieces to family workshops and 
artists, and to distinguish the period in 
which they were carved. It also enabled 
him at a later stage to replicate difficult-
to-attain pieces in order to display them 
in a future museum – an ultimate dream 
that he has been working on tirelessly 
since 1998. 

The museum in Bethlehem will be 
dedicated to the Palestinian art of mother-
of-pearl and its history. It will also display 
some of the masterpieces that represent 
the fine craftsmanship and sophistication 
of this art, which possibly emerged in 
Bethlehem during the twelfth century when 
the locals started to copy the mother-
of-pearl beads brought to town by the 
crusaders. A material extracted from the 
Red Sea, mother-of-pearl was brought to 

town with the caravans that crossed the 
commercial route through the Middle East. 

The true turning point in the development 
of this art happened around the fourteenth 
century with the arrival of the Franciscans, 
who introduced mother-of-pearl carving 
to the local community as an income-
generating handicraft. The late-sixteenth 
century witnessed another milestone in 

Mother-of-pearl carved busts of King George I of Greece and 
his wife the grand duchess Queen Olga Constantinova, carved 
by Yousef Zoughbi early in the twentieth century - Enrique Jidi 
private collection. Photo by Alvaro Jimineze Anaya.

Yousef Zoughbi standing next to a piece of his work; Bethlehem, 
1950s. Enrique Jidi Archive.

Fouad I, King of Egypt – Made at Bishara Zoughbi Workshop. 
Enrique Jidi Archive.
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the development of the mother-of-pearl 
handicraft: the Bethlehemites made 
use of assisting the Franciscan Father 
Bernardino Amico in producing the first 
accurate surveys of the pilgrimage sites 
in the Holy Land, and employed the 
results to produce scale models of the 
various sites – namely, the Church of 
the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem and 
the Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem 
– using olivewood structures inlaid with 
mother-of-pearl. The evolution of the 
art continued until it reached its peak in 
the late-nineteenth and early-twentieth 
centuries, and then began to vanish in 
the mid-twentieth century.

Enrique’s collection contains a variety 
of crosses, religious bas-relief scenes, 
models, carved shells, and various 
ornaments, of which the most important 
are the signed pieces. A rare carved shell 
of the Nativity scene, signed by Jacob 
Abu-Fhele, which dates back to the 
third quarter of the nineteenth century 
is among the pieces that helped in the 
recognition of many other pieces by the 
same artist. The signed piece represents 
high-quality artistic values and techniques 
in shell carving. Another piece that 
Enrique treasures is a bas-relief icon 
that he inherited from his family. During 
his research, Enrique realised that the 

piece, which was made in the 1950s, had 
been produced by Yousef Zoughbi. His 
discovery came when he saw a picture 
depicting the artist standing next to it in 
his workshop upon its completion. This 
fact added unique value to the piece. 
Also among the most important items of 
the collection is a series of altar crosses 
that demonstrate the evolution of the 
item from the late-sixteenth century to the 
twentieth century, the oldest of which is a 
cross dated 1596. 

As I look back on my long friendship 
with Enrique, as well as on our work 
and research together, I am proud that I 
have met an exceptional Palestinian who 
dedicates his time and effort to reviving a 
vanishing art of his hometown, Bethlehem, 
and endeavours to acknowledge the 
eminence of this handicraft on the 
international level. 

George Al Ama is a collector and a 
researcher on Palestinian cultural 
heritage at the Centre for Cultural 
Heritage Preservation (CCHP). George 
can be reached at galama@cchp.ps.
The Enrique Jidi Collection and the Taller 
Palestina Workshop are in Barranquilla/
Colombia.
All photos are extracted from “El Arte 
Palestino de Tallar el Nácar”.

Artisans working on mother-of-pearl pieces at Taller Palestina – Palestine Workshop – using various techniques. Photo by Fabian 
Jiménez Anaya.
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A Diaspora Collection
By Fatenn Mostafa

I have learned and dismantled all the words 
to construct a single one: Home

Mahmoud Darwish 

Art collecting isn’t something we grow 
up with in the Arab world. At school, 
at home, in the street, children are not 
encouraged to draw or appreciate the 
beauty and importance of art. This is 
unfortunate because, as Edward Said 
put it, artists, like poets and novelists, 
“embody the historical experience of their 
people in aesthetic works.” 

I was privileged to study in various 
European cities. The Kiss by Austrian 
artist Gustav Klimt provoked my love for 
the arts. As a late teen, I was mesmerised 
by the intensity of the embrace and the 
vibrant colours and was proud of the 
pharaonic inclusions. From that day on, 
I set myself to learn more about the arts. 
Despite studying business, I attended 
many art-related lectures at Viennese 
universities – free of charge. Together 

with my Austrian friends, we would go 
to museums and galleries, activities 
they’d regularly do on weekends. It is this 
Western experience, and not an Arab one 
unfortunately, that ignited my passion for 
the arts more than 20 years ago. 

The voyage of learning about art while 
in Europe was easy, accessible, and 
affordable. In Egypt, the experience 
was devastatingly the opposite. It was 
the mid-90s; galleries were few and 
collectors were hidden or hiding. Two 
major stumbling blocks arose: a difficulty 
in accessing the limited, outdated, 
poor-quality printed materials and an 
intimidating, closed, un-inviting circuit of 
local gallery owners and collectors. 

At the early stages, one buys art based 
on aesthetic likeability, wall availability, 
and how the piece fits overall within 
the house. As the interest turns into an 
addiction, collecting overtakes mere 
buying and all the above rules perish. 

Some of the early works I bought turned 
out to be of no value. Others turned out 
to be significant pieces, one of which is 
female pioneer Tahia Halim’s Al Quds 
– Jerusalem. When I acquired that 
work, I simply couldn’t tell my parents 
the price I had paid. They would have 
been horrified. One of the reasons for 
purchasing this piece was the encounter 
with a Palestinian man, who later became 
my husband. His presence in my life 
triggered the pan-Arab woman inside 
of me. 

Gradually, my interest in questioning 
the art from the entire region arose. At 
that time, the second Palestinian Intifada 
was intensifying and Ramallah was under 
siege. It was 2001. There was no Gulf 
state yet competing to be the cultural 
centre of arts in such a significant way 
as is the case today. There were no 
regional art fairs to visit or regional 
biennales worthy travelling to. Hence, 

the Internet became my discovery tool, 
helping me travel the region from my 
couch, with a click of a button. This was 
when I stumbled upon the works of Emily 
Jacir, Mona Hatoum, Hassan Hourani, 
and Laila Shawa. 

For decades, the modern pioneers 
established Egypt as the cultural centre 
of the region. They had witnessed many 
significant historical, social, and political 
developments which they conveyed 
on their canvases. Artists united for a 
cause. With Gamal Abdel Nasser in 
power, revolutionary art peaked, but so 
did the role of the government. In my 
mind, Egyptian arts and artists’ minds 
were nationalised following the July 1952 
revolution. The establishment became 
intrusive and its role turned destructive 
rather than supportive. A void was 
created. Today, fortunately, matters are 
changing, not only in Egypt but across the 
Middle East. There is an art renaissance Artwork by Emile Jacir.

Artwork by Mona Hatoum.
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taking place in Egypt, Syria, Palestine, 
Iraq, and Lebanon, with each single 
country trying to put its name back on the 
map. In parallel, we are slowly witnessing 
the rise of regional Arab collectors.

It is clear that most Arab countries 
followed similar patterns of emergence, 

void, and resurgence throughout their art 
history. They were all searching for that 
lost or unknown identity. And it is this 
constant identity struggle that puzzles 
the collector inside of me. 

I will only collect and want to solely 
focus on artists from the Middle East. 
They talk to me. They shake my emotions 
and my soul. Our Arab identity, with its 
roots, pains, past, longings, religious 
anxieties, fears, and exiles, is what 
drives my collection. It is a very personal 
journey, as I live in a utopian Arab dream 
and the art I collect revolves around that 
dream. Arab artists, whether they live 
in the region or in the diaspora, who 
shy away from their roots or claim to be 
“universal” and get offended when asked 
to join a Middle Eastern show, bother 
me. They don’t belong in my universe. I 
choose artists who are proud to represent 
me, to represent us and who seek to 
leave a stamp, a legacy of who we are. 

With the Arab spring engulfing the entire 
region, there is a lot of hope for that 
dream to come true, to finally materialise. 
In fact, I have never witnessed this 
passion in support of Palestine that we 
see today amongst the Egyptian youth, 
some of whom sacrificed their lives while 
protesting in front of the Israeli Embassy 
in Cairo a couple of months ago. 

While the entire region is diverse and 
complex, I still see many connections 
and commonalities. And that is the thread 
that ties the collection together. And that 
should tie all of us Arabs together, in 
search of freedom, dignity, equality, and 
sovereignty. 

Fatenn Mostafa is a former board 
member and CEO of Gianaclis Vineyards 
for Beverages and a member of the 
executive committee of Al Ahram 
Beverages Company. Since she left the 
corporate world, she has focussed on 
developing her philanthropic involvement 
in the field of arts. She founded “ArtTalks,” 
a non-profit entity where art lovers can 
discuss and deepen their knowledge of 
modern and contemporary art from the 
Middle East, and “Cairo Art Initiative,” an 
art advisory firm.

Artwork by Laila Shawa.

Artwork by Hassan Hourani.
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Excavation Adventures in Ancient Palestine
By Felicity Cobbing

Archaeology in Palestine today is an 
increasingly busy affair, with Palestinian 
and foreign teams excavating and surveying 
numerous sites up and down the country, 
revealing the wonderfully rich heritage of the 
region. This healthy interest of the present day 
is built upon a long history of pilgrimage and 
exploration that goes back centuries.

Western society has long been fascinated 
by Eastern countries – sometimes for 
romanticised reasons which bear little relation 
to reality, sometimes for political reasons, 
and sometimes out of a genuine curiosity to 
understand more. This was particularly true 
of Palestine, a part of the “Holy Land,” and as 
such the point of origin for much of the West’s 
own beliefs and culture. 

In the nineteenth century, many travellers 
visited the region, most compelled, in part at 
least, by faith, but also increasingly by a need 
to understand and record; and it is this period 
that sees the development of a more scientific 
exploration. Scholars such as the Frenchman 
Charles Melchior de Vogue, and the American 
Edward Robinson documented the visible 
remains of ancient civilisations and discussed 
their true nature in relation to ancient history 
and the biblical texts. 

At this time in Europe and Britain, academic 

societies in many disciplines were established 
to pool the financial and intellectual resources 
of its members. The year 1865 saw the birth 
of one such organisation, the Palestine 
Exploration Fund (PEF), founded in London 
to study the landscapes and environments, 
antiquities, architecture, people, and customs 
of the region. It remains today the oldest 
society in the world for the subject. Its patron 
was Queen Victoria, and its members included 
leading churchmen, scientists, soldiers, and 
social reformers. It set out from the start 
to document the country of Palestine as 
scientifically as possible, specifically stating 
in its constitution that it was to be neither a 
political nor religious organisation, despite 
the often strong – and conflicting – opinions 
of some of its members!

The PEF was very well connected to 
the military world, particularly the Royal 
Engineers, enabling it to hire the best 
graduates of their college at Chatham for 
their surveys and explorations, which, whilst 
scholarly in their focus, were undoubtedly 
of great interest to many in the British 
government and military as well.

The initiative began with the mapping 
and description of the whole country as a 
key priority. Without reliable maps it would 

be impossible to envisage any more-
detailed research into specific sites. 
However, their first major expedition 
was to Jerusalem, which was essentially 
important to understand, and which as 
a subject was eminently attractive to 
potential sponsors. A young soldier from 
the Royal Engineers, Lieutenant Charles 
Warren, was hired to carry out the work. 

Warren was to conduct a thorough 
topographical study of Jerusalem and its 
environs, using the very latest surveying 
techniques and equipment available. 
The work lasted from 1867 to 1870, 
and remains absolutely central to the 
study of ancient Jerusalem to this day. 
Warren and his team of engineers and 
local workmen had the task of digging 
through centuries of rubbish, which had 
accumulated in the valleys around the 
Haram al-Sharif, to reveal the contours 
of the ancient landscape. His results 
changed the way in which scholars 
thought about Jerusalem and how they 
understood some of its most significant 
ancient monuments, including the Dome 
of the Rock, the Haram al-Sharif, and the 
Church of the Holy Sepulchre.

Following the huge success of 
Warren’s expedition to Jerusalem, the 
PEF embarked upon its great mapping 
project of the whole country, the Survey 
of Western Palestine, which lasted from 
1871 to 1878, and was first published in 
1880. This was once again undertaken 
by a team of Royal Engineers, led by 
Lieutenant Claude R. Conder, who was 
joined some years into the survey by a 
very young Lieutenant H. H. Kitchener 
(later Lord Kitchener of Khartoum) as 
his second in command. The area to 
be surveyed was that south of Tyre 
and north of Bir As-Saba (Beersheba), 
and from the Mediterranean in the 
west to the River Jordan in the east. 
Though previous maps of the country 
had been made, this was the first time 
a new invention, the theodolite, was 
used, which enabled three-dimensional 
surveying. For a hilly country such as 
Palestine, this made quite a difference 
in the reliability of the results!

As well as accuracy, one of the other crucial 
features of the Survey of Western Palestine was 
its attention to detail. The survey was not just 
a geographical map, but a detailed description 
of every physical feature of the country. So, 
accompanying the 26 sheets of the map are 12 
sizeable volumes of studies on flora and fauna, 
archaeology and geology, topography, climate, 
archaeology, population, water sources, and 
land use, making it possibly the most complete 
document describing nineteenth-century Palestine 
ever compiled. Warren’s work in Jerusalem was 
also included, comprising two volumes of detailed 
plans and one volume of text. Following its first 
publication in 1880, there were several new 
editions, as areas of trans-Jordan and the Wadi 
Arabah were added.

Nineteenth-century Palestine was a very different 
place from the country we know today. The 
administration of the Ottoman Empire had largely 
ignored the region south of Damascus for many 
years, and both east and west of the River Jordan 
had become run down, with a lack of investment 
in the infrastructure of both town and country. 
Obviously, this had a very negative effect on the 
circumstances of the local population, and it also 
made the work of the PEF and other travellers 
dangerous and difficult, with many succumbing to 
illness, injury, and even death.

Charles Warren and his team, exploring as they 
did the subterranean structures of Jerusalem (often 
used as sewers at the time), were particularly at 
risk, and frequently came close to losing their lives. 
Frequent rock falls and dark, cramped spaces 

View SW from the top of Mt. Ebal, 1872.
A watercolour by Claude R. Conder, leader of the Survey of Western Palestine.

Fallen Voussoirs of Robinson’s Arch, William Simpson, 1871
Sergeant Birtles climbs down into a dangerous rock fall at the southern 
end of the Haram platform.
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went together with extremely unsanitary 
conditions. In his popular book, Underground 
Jerusalem (published in London in 1876 and 
a best-seller in its day), Warren does not spare 
the reader any gory details describing one 
particular adventure which he and his right-
hand man, Sergeant Birtles, had exploring the 
underground tunnels of Jerusalem:

“...[N]ear the Ecce Homo Arch there is a 
curious double rock-cut pool. At the south 
of this … pool … is a rock-cut passage … 
first observed by Major Wilson but hitherto 
unexplored. It was then filled up with moist 
sewage: ...from five to six feet deep, so that 
if we had fallen in there was no chance of our 
escaping with our lives. I got a few old planks 
and made a perilous voyage on the sewage ... 
Finding the excessive danger of the planks, I 
procured three old doors, and proceeded with 
Sergeant Birtles to our work…” (Underground 
Jerusalem, p. 350)

The two men continued – very carefully – 
along this route, using the three doors as a 
moving walkway, taking the last of the three 
and placing it at the front as they moved 
forward, though this method was still incredibly 
dangerous:

“Everything had now become so slippery with 
sewage that we had to exercise the greatest 
caution in lowering the doors and ourselves 
down lest an unlucky false step might cause 
a header into the murky liquid, a fall which 
must have been fatal, and what honour would 

there have been in dying like a rat in a pool of 
sewage?” (Underground Jerusalem, p. 351)

The team of the Survey of Western Palestine 
didn’t have it easy either, often suffering from 
diseases and very tough working conditions. 
They had to cope with extremes of weather 
and were frequently camping out in pretty basic 
conditions. On top of this, they had to produce 
reliable and detailed data.

The team moved around the whole country, 
camping at sites from which survey expeditions 
into the surrounding country could be made. 
Permission to camp from the local sheikh 
was normally required, but for a bunch of 
Europeans in military dress accompanied by 
an official of the Ottoman administration, this 
was not always easy. Not surprisingly, they 
often aroused suspicion, and many times, 
open hostility.

In July 1875, at the village of Safed in the 
Galilee, the survey party were attacked by 
a group of locals, which resulted in nine of 
them, including Conder, being very seriously 
injured. The survey was suspended, and the 
team returned to Britain to recover until those 
responsible had been charged and tried. 
After a year, the team returned, this time with 
Kitchener in charge, as Conder was still too ill 
from a head injury to conduct fieldwork. 

Given the hardships faced by both the 
Jerusalem and the survey expeditions, it is 
nothing short of a miracle that work of any merit 
was produced, but to have results which form 
the very basis of so much subsequent work is 
the most incredible legacy. The PEF continues 
today as a society focused on promoting 
public interest and academic research in 
the region, though now it is joined by many 
other organisations both in Palestine and 
neighbouring countries, as well as in the West. 
As an organisation, the PEF has maintained 
the non-political and non-religious ethic of its 
founders, and welcomes as members people 
from all over the world. 

Felicity Cobbing is executive secretary 
and curator of the Palestine Exploration 
Fund. For more about the PEF – its 
projects, personalities, and history – 
and to join, visit our website at www.
pef.org.uk.
Article photos courtesy of PEF.

An original field tracing of the area just north of the Dead Sea, 
close to Jericho. Drawn in 1873 during the Survey of Western 
Palestine.
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Holding on to the Ashes
Palestinian refugees have little to remind them of what they left behind

By Nour Samaha

LEBANON: Sitting in his cramped living 
room in the heart of Shatila Refugee 
Camp based on the outskirts of Beirut, 
87-year-old Abdullah Taleb Salhani holds 
on tightly to a bunch of old, rusty keys. 
Every so often they would chime together 
as he touches them, as if to ensure that 
they were still with him.

Born in 1923, he was 25 years old 
when he fled to Lebanon from his village 
in the area of Safad, northern Palestine, 
in May 1948, due to attacks from Israeli 
terrorist gangs. “The Arab Liberation 
Army basically told us to deal with it 
ourselves,” he recalled. Unsure what 

them that Israel wants a land without 
people. They laughed at me,” Abdullah 
remembered. 

Once inside the house, they took what 
they could pile onto the three donkeys 
they had brought with them. Just before 
they left, Abdullah grabbed a pile of 
papers that happened to be sitting in a 
corner, along with the keys to the house; 
the very same ones he holds in his hand 
today. “These papers are everything to 
me from Palestine; from tax receipts, to 
household deeds, to school reports, to 
identity documents.”

Abdullah is actually one of the few 
refugees in the camps who is in possession 
of such detailed documentation. A large 
majority of refugees fled their villages in 
1948 with just the clothes on their backs 
and what they could carry in their hands. 
Those who were able to bring valuables 
have either lost them over time as a 
result of having moved constantly from 
one place to another, or have sold them 
to put food on the table.

This was the case with Ali Moussa 
Mohammad. Born in 1930, he was 18 
when he fled his village of Zouk, also in 
Safad. After stops – some lengthy, some 
not – in the Golan Heights, Syria, Bint 
Jbeil, and Marjayoun, he finally settled in 
Bourj el Shmali Refugee Camp, based in 
the southern city of Tyre. 

When asked about his possessions, he 
answered very matter-of-factly: “Nothing. 
I don’t have anything of mine from 
Palestine.” The reason? He had left his 
village with barely anything to his name, 
believing that they would be returning 
shortly. “The Arab Liberation Army told us 
we’d be back within a couple of weeks, so 
we just took the cows and goats, and left,” 

he said. His wife and her family, however, 
packed enough for two camels to carry, 
but she too moved around, and over the 
years lost or sold all the items they had 
originally transported.

Like many from the area, Ali handed 
over his official papers, such as deeds 
and ownership records, as well as his 
house-keys, to the village mukhtar (local 
mayor), who promised to keep everything 
safe until it all blew over. That was 63 
years ago. Today, he has no idea where 
the mukhtar is, or what has happened to 
his keys. “The only thing we have now 
is our hawwiyat (identity papers),” he 
said, holding out the papers, worn down 
and brown in colour, in his hands. “If you 
have your family, nothing else matters in 
life. But my biggest regret until today is 
leaving my home in Palestine.”

In another area of the Bourj el Shmali 
Camp, sitting on a small sofa placed 
outside his home, 95-year-old Ali Ahmad 
Al Ramid slowly recounted his story. Born 
in 1916, he was 32 years old when he 
was forced to leave his home in Naameh, 
Safad. “My family and I left because we 
heard the stories about the massacres in 

this meant, he left taking only his goats 
with him, thinking he would be back. 
Five months later, once the realisation 
had sunk in that they were not going 
back, Abdullah and his brother snuck 
back across the border to their village. 
“It was like a ghost town; there was no 
one there,” he said. “We went back to 
get more of our belongings, like pillows, 
blankets, pots, pans, and such.” In the 
village, they were stopped by Druze 
soldiers from the Israeli army. “I told 

Now these papers, frail and stained with 
age, and the keys are all he has in his 
possession. Placed carefully between the 
pages of a photo album, Abdullah flicks 
through it, pausing to point out the stamps 
from the British authority on certain tax 
receipts. “Many times at night, when 
I’m alone, I look through these papers,” 
he said. After a moment, however, still 
looking at the papers in his hands, he 
added, “But if I feel sad, or if I feel happy, 
what difference does it make?”

Abdullah Taleb Salhani and his keys. Ali Ahmad al Ramid.

Abdullah Taleb Salhani’s documents.
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the other villages,” he said. “We fled, 
we left everything behind. We were 
only able to bring the very basic things. 
Only after some time did we realise we 
would never be going back.”

Inside the house, sitting on a pedestal 
in the corner of the cluttered living 
room, sits the only remaining item still 
in his possession from Palestine; a 
large, rose-coloured clay vase. Visible 
cracks and blemishes can be found 
on the vase, traces of its journey on 
the back of a donkey. While it has no 
use today, it is quite clearly a family 
heirloom which everyone, down to the 
great-grandchildren, acknowledges as 
an object of importance and history. 
“This vase means a lot to me and to 
everyone in the family,” said Ali. “It is 

one of the few things, if not the last, 
that remains from Palestine.”

While stories of life in Palestine 
before Israel continue to be passed 
down from the elders to the new 
generations, each and every refugee 
resolutely clings dearly to the few 
possessions that he or she still has. 
As time wears on and these refugees 
continue to live away from their home, 
it is these possessions that become 
more precious, as the Palestinians’ 
only remaining physical reminder of 
their land.

Nour Samaha is of Lebanese-Swiss 
origin, and has been working as a 
journalist in the Middle East for the last 
six years. She is currently based in Beirut.

Ali Ahmad al Ramid’s vase.
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Museums of Bethlehem

There is more to the “house of meats” than Christmas. Bethlehem has become 
Palestine’s unrivalled museum hotspot for both quality and variety. Here we present 
you with some reasons to visit during the other eleven months of the year.

The Environmental Education 
Center (EEC)

Baituna al-Talhami Museum

International Nativity Museum

Artas Folklore Center

The EEC’s natural museum is unique 
in Palestine and includes over 2,500 
samples of various fossilised and stuffed 
animals, some of which were stuffed as 
far back as 1902. The museum includes 
various types of birds, mammals, reptiles, 
amphibians, and fish that were uniquely 

stuffed to attract viewers and generate a 
sense of curiosity and love for knowledge. 
The samples at the museum are a 
scientific tool to study, categorise, and 
compare various species. The museum 
also protects our natural heritage and 
preserves a number of samples of extinct 
and endangered animal species. It is a 
marvellous and exceptional destination 
for students, researchers, and the 
interested public; it also encourages 
locals and internationals to take 
advantage of ecotourism to Palestine. 

Fun Fact: The EEC incorporates a 
“ringing station” where ornithologists 
monitor the local bird population by 
means of radar.

For further information, contact Simon 
Awad at eec@p-ol.com.

Bethlehem’s Baituna al-Talhami 
M u s e u m  o r  t h e  B e t h l e h e m 
Folklore Museum is one of the most 
original museums in Palestine. The 
establishment consists of two houses 
of typical Palestinian architecture, which 

include a renovated kitchen, a diwan, a 
bedroom, and an upper floor or illeyeh. 
The contents of the museum include 
a collection of traditional Palestinian 
household items displayed in an old 
house. A restored room was added, and 
it is one of the few authentic old houses 
left in Bethlehem. It includes an intensive 
collection of photographs, furniture, and 
works of art that show life in Bethlehem 
from 1900 to 1932.

Fun Fact: Originally established by 
the Arab Women’s Union in 1948, the 
museum also functioned as a shelter for 
refugees; it provides services for them 
to this day.

For further information, contact the 
museum at bawu9@yahoo.com.

In the basement of the nineteenth-century 
Salesian Convent in the heart of Bethlehem, 
within easy walking distance of the Nativity 
Church, lies the International Nativity 
Museum. It hosts one of the richest and 

most valuable collections of cribs 
in the Holy Land: over 200 artistic 
nativity representations donated 
by 52 countries of the world as 
a universal tribute to Bethlehem 
and its history. The experience, 
derived from the unique atmosphere 
and the charming collection, is 
culturally enriching, enchanting, and 
guaranteed to surprise. 

Fun Fact: The museum was 
founded under the direction of Dr. 
Alfredo Troisi, a big music fan who 
went on to create the Giovanni 
Zenatello International Prize for 
Opera.

For further information, contact 
Elisa Nucci at nativitymuseum@
salesianbethlehem.com.

The folklore centre provides a window into 
the “most studied village in Palestine.” Artas 
has been the focus of archaeological study 
for centuries, and this historical building 
serves to highlight the village’s cultural 
and ecological blessings. Set against the 

stunning backdrop of the Artas 
Valley, the Artas Spring, and the 
shrine of Hortus Conclusus and 
its enchanting gardens, the centre 
serves to maintain these treasures 
and raise public awareness in order 
to engender pride in them. The 
centre also has a programme to 
protect threatened buildings and 
hosts an in-house folklore troupe that 
delivers traditional performances.

Fun Fact: The centre has hosted 
the renowned Artas Lettuce Festival 
for the past 17 years.

For further information, contact 
Abeer Jaber at _y_jaber@yahoo.
com.
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Pride of Gaza 
By Amani Ghalion

For six years Sakher and Sabrina, 
brother and sister, have called Gaza 
home. Just after their birth, they travelled 
from their native Egypt, via smuggling 
tunnels, to the zoo in Gaza. The lions, 
costing nearly $6,000 apiece, were some 
of the first animals smuggled in to help 
establish the newly opened zoo. 

The Gaza City Zoo, which had just 
opened its doors, was excited about their 
arrival, as the only other zoo in the Gaza 
Strip was destroyed during an Israeli 
military operation in Rafah in 2004. 

It wasn’t long after their arrival, though, 
that an armed gang kidnapped Sabrina 
from the zoo. She was held captive for 
nearly two years while the gang profited 
from her captivity by charging five shekels 
for people to take a photo with her. De-
clawed, malnourished, and missing a 
few teeth, Sabrina was rescued during 
a Hamas raid on a known drug house in 
July of 2007. 

She was returned to the zoo and 
reunited with her brother who had been 

roaring constantly during her absence. 
They instantly began to play together, and 
life was peaceful for the lions for a year 
and a half, until Operation Cast Lead.

During Israel’s assault on Gaza, the zoo 
was hit by Israeli missiles that caused 
damage throughout and killed many of 
the animals, including a Saudi camel and 
ostriches. The lion’s pen was damaged 
and Sakher and Sabrina escaped. 

Luckily this time they didn’t travel 
far, taking refuge in the administration 
building. Surviving by eating some of 
the other animals that had escaped, 
the lions stayed close to home, and 
when the onslaught was over they were 
found hiding inside the manager’s office. 
Scared, hungry, and confused, the lions 
were corralled into small cages while their 
pen was repaired. 

A short drive from Gaza City you will find 
the lions today living a seemingly normal 
life; just two of the many animals that 
are present at the growing zoo, which is 
visible from afar by the mini Eiffel Tower 
above the entrance.

Sakher and Sabrina’s home, which 
sits next to an ostrich pen, is the size 
of a two-car garage without many of the 
luxuries seen at zoos in the West. This 
doesn’t seem to bother them though as 
they are both very active and relatively 
healthy for caged mammals. 

Sakher and Sabrina are two of the more 
popular animals, as few Gazans get the 
opportunity to travel abroad. School 
children from around the Gaza Strip travel 
on field trips to see the lions. Most of the 
kids will never get the opportunity to see 
much wildlife, as nearly all of the natural 
habitats in Gaza have been destroyed 
or built upon. 

Having endured six years of hardship 
and trauma, Sabrina and Sakher 
have come to embody the pride in 
resilience that marks them as naturalised 
Gazawiyeh. 
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Public Access: You Tell Us

We are all collectors. You may not think 
of yourself as one, but every souvenir, 
keepsake, or trinket that you hang on to 
when it doesn’t really serve a purpose is 
proof that we are all hoarders hell-bent 
on accumulation. With this theory in mind, 
TWIP went out and about in Ramallah 
and came up with the following evidence.

Arwa:
“I collect exotic ornaments relating to 

religion. From Egypt I have a granite 
bust of the cat goddess and renderings 
of Anubis. I also love the Mexican icons; 
I have them hanging on my wall.”

Lowei:
“I like to pick up the rocks I find on the 

street, ones with surprising colours. I 
must have more than 20 now. This area is 
great to find flint you can make fire with.”

Ayman:
“You’re going to think I made this up 

but I collect DVDs on cage-fighting. 
My favourite move is the choke hold; 
Georges St. Pierre is the master.”

Maha:
“It’s difficult here but when I can I 

buy vinyl records. It’s a family tradition 
I got from my father. I’ve just found a 
gramophone to play them on.”

Sa’ed:
“I find the Sufis really interesting and 

I keep many books about them. I also 
collect masbah beads, and I like to give 
them to people.”

Ashira:
“Jewellery, Palestinian jewellery. 

Especially the pieces with Arabic 
calligraphy.”

Lama:
“From my grandfather I received a 

collection of headshots of Hollywood 
movie stars from the 1920s to the 1960s 
– Sophia Loren, for example. I had a set 
of buttons too.

Arthur:
“It’s not deliberate but I have so many 

plastic bags and glass bottles. Probably 
at a ratio of 1:1. I’m just waiting for the 
day when I can recycle them.”

Hassan:
“Empty bullets. I started around 2002, 

and I had everything from tank shells to 
M16 and 9mm rounds. I’ve stopped now.”

Charlotte:
“I accumulate favourite sentences. If I 

ever hear something inspirational, I write 
it down and store it for the memory of the 
feeling it gave me.” 
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Al-Mat’haf
By Yasmeen J. El Khoudary

Al-Mat’haf, Arabic for museum, is the 
first archaeological museum in Gaza, 
and one of the few in Palestine. It is also 
the realisation of a 26-year-old dream 
by Jawdat Khoudary, the creator of the 
museum, who was inspired by the love 
and appreciation of history when he 
accidently found an Islamic glass coin in 
Gaza in 1985. 

Due to the nature of Khoudary’s job as 
a construction and civil engineer, which 
meant that he would be revealing layers 
of ancient history during the process 
of digging foundations for buildings, he 
became a collector of everything ancient 
that he came across. He preserved them 
at his house for 25 years, until his dream 
of building Gaza’s first archaeological 
museum became a reality. 

Al-Mat’haf is situated in one of the city’s 
quietest coastal spots. It overlooks a 
stunning view of the Mediterranean, which 
stands as a reminder of the unchanged 
leftovers of the city. In Al-Mat’haf itself, 
more than 300 archaeological items that 
were found in Gaza are on display. They 
come from the many different historical 
eras that the city commendably survived. 

The creation of Al-Mat’haf did not 
come easily. Dire problems such as the 
Israeli siege and war in 2008 (which 
caused much damage to Al-Mat’haf) and 
building-material shortages were minute 
in comparison to a seemingly impossible 
task – finding curators and archaeologists. 
The great help of the Ecole Biblique 
in Jerusalem, namely, Father Jean-
Baptiste Humbert, contributed to solving 
a big part of the problem. However, like 
other museums, Al-Mat’haf is in need of 
curators and archaeologists who would 
be able to visit the establishment in Gaza 
regularly and offer their expertise to the 
blooming project. 

In addition to four books that have been 
published on the collection (specifically 
on the exhibitions that are mentioned 

below) in French, German, and Swedish, 
an English book about the most important 
pieces in Khoudary’s collections, with 
photographs and scientific description 
and analysis, has just been completed 
with the help of the Ecole Biblique 
in Jerusalem. The last edits of the 
manuscript are being finalised, but a 
publisher has yet to be chosen.* 

Another imperative aspect of Al-Mat’haf 
is the international/European exhibitions. 
The first exhibition was inaugurated in 
Geneva in 2007 before Al-Mat’haf was 
founded (in 2008), and it was a huge 
success due to the great help offered 
by Dr. Hamdan Taha, assistant deputy 
minister at the sector of antiquities and 
cultural heritage of the Ministry of Tourism 
and Antiquities. The exhibition featured 
more than 300 archaeological pieces, 
including a complete statue of Aphrodite 
and a hoard of Byzantine coins. After 
seeing what great impact the exhibition 
had on people who visited it in Geneva, 
Khoudary was even more determined to 
build Al-Mat’haf. “It is as important for 
the people who live outside Palestine 
to know about Gaza’s history as it is 
for people who live inside. Because of 
the dire situation that we live in, we 
tend to forget about our glorious past 
and traditions. Al-Mat’haf is a project 
that stands to preserve this history and, 
equally important, to remind people of it,” 
stated Khoudary.

After being hosted by the Landes 
Museum in Oldenburg, Germany, last 
year, the exhibition, called “Gaza-
Gateway to the Sea,” resides in the 
Museum of Mediterranean and Near 
Eastern Antiquit ies in Stockholm, 
Sweden, after it was inaugurated there 
earlier this year. In the exhibition, which 
will be open until September of this year, 
more than 300 ancient artefacts that were 
found in Gaza (including a complete 
statue of Aphrodite) are exhibited. In 
addition, old photographs of Gaza, dated 

to 1956 that were taken by Swedish 
photographer Per Olow Anderson, are on 
display. The photographs were originally 
published in Anderson’s book, They Are 
Human Too: a Photographic Essay on 
the Palestine Arab Refugees. They show 
various perspectives of daily life in Gaza 
through images of its different people 
and their strong will to live despite their 
ongoing suffering. Fifty-five years later, 
the people have changed but the spirit 
is still the same.

The three exhibitions have greatly 
altered the world’s preconceived 
image of Gaza for the better, which is 

why we always welcome invitations 
from interested museums to host the 
exhibition. The website of Al-Mat’haf 
includes links to the many press releases 
and media reports about the exhibition.

Ever since its creation, Al-Mat’haf has 
been a symbol of Gaza’s yearning for 
life and its magnificent and undiscovered 
history as well as a must-see place on 
visitors’ lists. In addition to an array of 
various local and international visitors, 
a number of notable guests have 
also visited Al-Mat’haf. Amongst the 
most distinguished visitors are former 
American President Jimmy Carter (who 
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planted a tree of peace in one of Al-
Mat’haf’s gardens), Lakhdar Brahimi of 
The Elders, Maestro Daniel Barenboim, 
and a delegation of Syrian actors and 
actresses headed by Duraid Lahham. 

With that said, you are invited to be 
next – come visit the museum and the 
exhibition on your next visit to Gaza! In 
addition to the banquet hall, restaurants, 
exhibition and museum halls, and 
business facilities, Al-Mat’haf has also 
recently opened its hotel, with 34 royal 
and presidential suites and classic 
rooms, all with an outstanding view of 

the Mediterranean. We invite you to live 
the Al-Mat’haf experience with everything 
it has to offer! 

For more information, visit the website of 
Al-Mat’haf at www.almathaf.ps/museum, 
or view an album of the exhibited 
photographs at http://www.almathaf.ps/
museum/photo-albums/old-gaza.

Yasmeen J. El Khoudary is a writer and 
researcher in Gaza, Palestine. You are 
invited to visit her blog, A Voice from 
Palestine (http://yelkhoudary.blogspot.com).
Article photos courtesy of Al-Mat’haf.

*If you are interested in viewing a soft copy of the manuscript, send your request to Yasmeen El Khoudary at yasmeen@
almathaf.ps.
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Making a Home for Picasso
By Khaled Hourani

The Picasso in Palestine project, bringing 
the celebrated Buste de Femme (1943) 
painting to Ramallah, has been an epic 
logistical challenge. We needed a venue 
befitting such a masterpiece. In addition, we 
were particularly concerned with the method, 
transportation, routes, insurance, security, and 
safety regulations that Picasso’s painting had 
to overcome or deal with during the course of 
the loan agreement. 

We thoroughly researched the idea of 
establishing the infrastructure for a museum 
space in Palestine that could host Picasso’s 
painting. We had to consider issues such 
as humidity, temperature, and lighting. We 
entered a long period of negotiations and 
discussions, and embarked on a detailed 
study of these issues as we realised the 
importance of creating a space which fulfils all 
the necessary conditions. We acknowledged 
that a suitable museum space is required. 
Thus, Osama Hamdan, the architect of the 
Picasso in Palestine project, assessed the 
time frame, the plans, and the establishment 
of a suitable museum environment in order 
to construct a small museum for Picasso 
in Palestine. We had to modify, discuss, 
and negotiate a lot of issues with the Van 

Abbemuseum in Holland to establish 
the best conditions for the arrival and 
hosting of Picasso’s painting.

T h e  m a j o r  t h e m e  o f  t h e 
negotiat ions and discussions 
revolved around the idea of the 
museum and the necessity of such 
a space. The press and media also 
highlighted the fact that there is a 
lack of specialised space for arts 
in Palestine, in general, compared 
to the international standards of 
fine-arts museums in the world. This 
exposed challenging questions, for 
example, What type of museum is 
required: a mobile museum or a 
traditional museum? Is the museum 
a space or a construction or an 
idea, etc.?

Other questions that challenged us 
included the costs connected with 
the project as well as how to defy 
any possible obstacles that might get 
in the way of the Picasso painting’s 
journey from Holland to Palestine. 
After establishing the small museum 
space in the International Academy 
of Contemporary Arts in Palestine we 
were faced with yet another question: 
What would be the destiny of such 
a space after Picasso’s painting 
returns to the Van Abbemuseum? 
Should we utilise the same space 
for further artistic exhibitions or 
artistic projects or should we remove 
it entirely? Is there a demand to 
construct a bigger, more spacious 
museum in Palestine instead of 
a small one? There is no need 
for only one person to answer all 
these questions; I hereby invite 
all Palestinian artists to submit 
their initiatives and suggestions in 
response to such questions. 

During the journey of Picasso 
to Palestine, a lot of challenges 
evolved. Despite the fact that the idea 

may sound simple, it required a large 
amount of risk-taking at the level 
of logistics and artistic expertise. 
The questions on both these levels 
emerged mainly from the fact that 
Palestine is not an independent 
state. This shed light on the political 
reasons behind the lack of museum 
space and the complications related 
to geographical routes on which 
Picasso’s painting would travel. For 
me the significance of Picasso in 
Palestine is that it opens doors for 
questions and subject matters of this 
sort to be discussed and analysed 
locally and internationally. 

This project brings contemporary 
art practice into a wider discourse 
that interacts deeply with political 
and artistic issues to be addressed 
on a deeper level. Picasso in 
Palestine is a great example of art 
practice that communicates in both 
the local and international arenas, 

asserting the importance of international 
exchange and the need for exhibition policies 
and the establishment of museums. Yet we 
as artists are confronted with the questions 
of how we can address Palestine’s lack 
of museums and how to best integrate 
international influence. 

Every question begets another, but 
Picasso’s adventure should remind us all to 
raise our ambitions.

Khaled Hourani is the artistic director of the 
International Art Academy – Palestine.
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Hamdan Taha
The assistant deputy minister at the 

sector of antiquities and cultural heritage 
of the Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities 
would not enjoy being characterised as the 
Palestinian Indiana Jones. He dislikes the 
perception of archaeology as a process of 
treasure-hunting, a thin step away from 
looting. Yet Dr. Hamdan Taha’s single-
minded campaign to restore Palestine’s 
cultural heritage is marked by as much 
determination and ingenuity as the screen 
icon’s Last Crusade. 

Few, if any, have done more to return 
archaeology to public prominence 
in Palestine. He was instrumental 
in reconstituting the Department of 
Antiquities after a 36-year hiatus between 
1948 and 1994, an institution that relies 
on his 24-hour work ethic and creativity. 
Taha’s assessment that archaeology is 
“more of a passion than a career” – one 
that he has devoted his entire adult life 
to – speaks volumes of Taha’s belief in 
its value and potential.

Raised in Al-Shuyukh Village, Hebron, 
Taha credits his formative environment 
with sowing the seeds of fascination that 
would be developed over the course of 
university studies in Birzeit, Amman, and 
Berlin. He entered public office through the 
“momentous event” of the establishment 
of the Department of Antiquities, which 
“finally gave us the opportunity to write 

our history from primary sources.”
He quickly set about the daunting task 

of repossessing Palestinian archaeology 
after generations of plunder from the 
exploitative forces of colonialism and 
Zionism, and to establish means of 
protection. 

“Following transfer of authority, our most 
demanding task was to protect resources,” 
he told us. “There had been no legal 
protection of ethnographic architecture. 
Old laws had a colonial accent, linked to 
finding treasures, allowing objects to be 
taken from the country.”

Having pushed legislation that better 
protects Palestine’s unique history, the 
department faced further threats from 
the development boom. As major cities 
expanded, a significant salvage operation 
was initiated to ensure that the priceless 
legacies of ancient civilisations would not 
be trampled upon.

The operation yielded major discoveries. 
A Chalcolithic tomb in Bethlehem indicated 
the first human settlement in the city, 
dating back to the fourth millennium. Other 
tombs from the Roman and Hellenistic 
periods were revealed, illustrating the 
“mosaic of cultures” that makes Palestine 
such a unique and important location for 
archaeological exploration.

Taha acknowledges that a major 
challenge for his department is to ensure 
that Palestinians take pride in their 
heritage, and efforts are being made 
in this regard. A current project in Tell 
Balata site, Nablus, has turned an urban 
centre from the Bronze Age into a modern 
archaeological park accessible to the 
public.

Community outreach programmes are 
encouraging visits from local schools and 
institutions. Facilities and presentations 
are being implemented to make the site 
a viable attraction.

Taha believes the public appeal is 
unquestionable. “Archaeology is an area 
of fascination,” he says. “It is not difficult 
to capture people’s imaginations.”

He is a little less convinced about the 

future of Palestinian archaeology, as 
the existing infrastructure is ill-equipped 
to harness the potential of the next 
generation. “We must strengthen education 
and training programmes at universities, 
and expand career opportunities. The 
Department of Antiquities is the biggest 
employer now, with 150 people. We need 
partnerships and involvement from the 
private sector.”

Taha feels that prospective partners 
should recognise that archaeology can 
tap into other sectors for economic growth, 
including tourism. The department has 
been able to employ 30 extra staff for the 
Tell Balata project based on the flagship 
project’s appeal and ability to generate 
income.

Yet Taha’s main motivations are not 
economic. Supplementing his personal 
passion for the field is a desire to see 
Palestine make the most of its rich 
heritage. As a cradle of successive 
classical civilisations from the Neolithic 
to the Ottoman periods, there is a wealth 
of material to be uncovered which he 
believes will deliver public pride and 
international prestige. Although he 
states that an important principle is that 
his work remain apolitical and objective, 
that work is underpinned by a belief that 
archaeology can put Palestine on the 
map, literally and figuratively.

“Archaeology is a tool to reconstruct the 
past,” he says. Through his work, it can 
help construct a future.

Khirbet Bal’ama Water Tunnel.
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Traditional 
Palestinian Costume
Origins and Evolution
By Hanan Karaman Munayyer
Published by Interlink Books, May 2011, 
560 pages, $165.00.

This book is a celebration of the 
enduring Palest inian tradi t ion of 
embroidery with its rich patterns, colours, 
and stitches. It contains over 700 superb 
high-resolution photographs from the 
pristine Munayyer Collection. Most 
importantly, it presents research into the 
ancient history of Palestinian traditional 
dress and embroidery that has never 
been published before.

What are the origins of the style of 
dress, patterns, and stitches? This 
book presents the most exhaustive and 
up-to-date study, from antiquity through 
medieval Arab textile arts to the present. 
The author’s meticulously documented 
work regarding the historical evolution of 
this beautiful art reflects twenty years of 
research that commenced with scholarly 
exploration into art history, archaeology, 
the interpretation of ancient patterns, 
and the history of costumes and craft 
in the Middle East over the last 4,000 
years. It includes extensive research 
and the culling of museum resources 
and publications from around the world. 
Special attention is paid to the evolution 
of embroidery in the Arab world from the 
ninth to the fourteenth centuries. Samples 
of these ancient embroideries, taken from 
several museum collections around the 
world, are included in the book. 

This rich textile arts tradition was an 
important economic component of trade 
with Europe in the medieval age that left its 
direct impact on European textile arts and 
embroidery of the time, as documented in 
Western museums. Many of the patterns 
seen on regional embroideries in Europe 
from the fourteenth to the nineteenth 
centuries originated from these ancient 
Arab patterns. After the advent of the 
Ottoman era in the sixteenth century, 
this rich Arab textile tradition of weaving 
and embroidery was incorporated into 
the Ottoman repertoire of textile skills. 

The medieval Arab embroidery patterns 
and stitches were conserved and 
perpetuated in traditional embroideries 
of several Arab regions, as seen in 
contemporary embroideries of Palestine 
and other regions, such as Syria and 
Morocco.

Why was this information not more 
widely known in the Arab world? One 
of the main reasons is that it had only 
been presented in specialised academic 
publ icat ions of several Western 
museums but not shared with the general 
public or the Arab world. In addition to 
supplying valuable information about 
textile history, this research debunks 
several myths, which originated from 
unreliable sources, about Palestinian 
style and old patterns. It also stresses 
the need for more extensive research 
into Arab sources of documentation, 
such as ancient manuscripts and 
museum textile collections. 

The second portion of the book 
documents the evolution of costume 
in Palestine from the nineteenth to the 
early-twentieth centuries, region by 
region. Extensive full-page and detailed 
photography features the various 
embroidered dresses, jackets, veils, 
headpieces, jewellery, and other items. 
All regional dress styles of Palestine are 
represented, including Galilee, Nablus 
and Jenin, Ramallah, Bethlehem, 
Jerusalem, Jaffa, Lydd and Ramleh, Al-
Khalil, Gaza, and Al-Naqab. Attention is 
paid to regional style evolution, starting 
from the mid-nineteenth century to 
the mid-twentieth century, including 
regional accessories. A special chapter 
focuses on jewellery, another on modern 
Palestinian embroidery, and yet another 
on some rare examples of art paintings 
in Palestine in the mid-twentieth century, 
part of a growing collection.

This book belongs in every personal 
library and should be gifted to family, 
friends, and educational institutions. 

For order information, contact the 
Palestinian Heritage Foundation at 
farah@palestineheritage.org.



A
rtist of the M

onth

64

Salama Safadi

From childhood Salama Safadi was 
keen on making things with his hands, so 
as a young man growing up in Damascus, 
he joined a photography academy. There 
followed two years of formal training with 
private tutoring that led to a passion for 
street and documentary photography. 

After he returned to Majdal Shams he 
could not find the artistic life and the art 
scene to engage with as in Damascus. 
But in Jerusalem there was the same 
energy and excitement, a blend of old 
and new coexisting. This was all so very 
different from the Golan Heights village, 
and he took the decision to relocate to 
Jerusalem to pursue his artistic career. 
In the Holy City he could see and 
experience art first hand and engage with 
the scene directly. 

Safadi’s engagement began to reap 
fruit in 2009, when he participated in the 
A.M. Qattan Foundation’s Young Artist of 
the Year Award competition. He was then 
accepted to the Bezalel Art Academy and 
began a bachelor’s degree programme in 
that same year.

Safadi sees his work as experimental 
at this stage rather than as material well 
suited for exhibitions. An exception is 
his most high-profile public work, titled 
Vanishing Point, which he presented 
for the 2010 Jerusalem Show. Safadi 

described it as a “profound personal 
experience that enabled me to articulate 
my feelings and perception as I developed 
the work over a period of a whole year.”

Vanishing Point was to charm the 
international critics, with noted British 
reporter Valerie Grove making this 
assessment. “[Vanishing Point] makes 
reference to a point where all lines meet 
and vanish into one point; the lines 
represent queues of people waiting 
to pass from Area A to Area B. This 
is the daily routine of Palestinians’ 
life, extraordinary though incomplete. 
Vanishing Point is a point where human 
and moral values disappear; it is a point 
where individual and collective privacy 
is violated by means of temporary 
domination over the place.

“The video was taken surreptitiously 
on a mobile phone while moving through 
the turnstiles, checks, and queues 
of Qalandia Checkpoint. Given that 
tourists have sometimes been detained 
for taking photos of the checkpoints this 
was actually an extremely risky venture. 
As a consequence the video is imbued 
with the tension of potential discovery 
as well as the tension inherent in the 
oppressive architecture and experience 
of checkpoints.”

Safadi described his use of a personal 
mobile phone to capture his daily routine 
of crossing the checkpoint as “a sort of 
reflection on the notion of the intended or 
marketed ‘normal and fulfilling’ utilisation 
of [a] phone camera to capture and share 
‘memorable moments’ with dear friends 
and family.” 

Currently Safadi is working on projects 
that document his relationship with 
the place he came from and how 
his identity has been influenced by 
living in Jerusalem. “Its complexity is 
overwhelming, its religious dependency 
tir ing, and its social and polit ical 
inequalities deplorable – yet these have 
been the trademarks of Jerusalem for 
millennia,” he says. “Nevertheless, it is 
undeniably informing my outlook on life 
and widening my references.” 
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Website Review

http://www.palestinianheritagecenter.com/
By Abed A. Khooli

Review date: 16 July 2011

The Palestinian Heritage Center (PHC) 
was established in 1991 in Bethlehem, 
Palestine. Its main objective is the 
preservation and promotion of Palestinian 
cultural heritage. 

The PHC site is available in English. 
An Arabic summary of some of the 
pages, including the home page, is also 
provided.

 The site is organised in a two-column 
layout with a top banner that has a quick 
access menu as well as the site’s logo 
and title on a decorated piece. Pages 
are painted on a nicely decorated 
background that fades off from top to 
bottom.

Starting from the top, About Us explains 
the background of the centre and its 
activities. Gift Shop is a link to a sub-site 
of the PHC that serves as an e-commerce 
site where artefacts are displayed in 
a number of categories with images, 
description, price, and a link to add the 
item to an e-shopping cart. Media News 
has both a slideshow of images with 
linked subtitles and a listing of news and 
activities from the centre with links to 
more details and the possibility to add 
comments. It should be noted here that 
transparent captions over images are not 
user-friendly, and comments are full of 
spam. The last item of the quick access 
menu, Contact Us, provides information 
on opening hours, the address of the 

centre, other contact information, a 
location map, and a local time clock.

The left column of the main content 
area has the main menu. Home takes 
you to the starting page. Objectives lists 
the centre’s goals in English and Arabic. 
The Center has a listing of sections 
and activities with images and brief 
description. Gift Shop and Media News 
are repetitions from the quick access 
menu. Media Gallery has a collection of 
videos and images from the centre, its 
activities, and news. There is one entry 
under Publications, and Exhibits has a 
table of local and international exhibits. 
A few links and the number of hits appear 
under Web Links, and the last two menu 
items, About Us and Contact Us, are the 
same as in the top menu bar.

A search box separates the main menu 
from a slideshow of products leading to 
the gift shop site and the left column 
concludes with links to Facebook pages 
of the site and its founder (the latter was 
not working at review time). 

The main area of the home page starts 
with a large slideshow representing the 
centre’s main sections followed by an 
introductory note in both English and 
Arabic. It concludes with a (very fast) 
news ticker, a brief menu, and a tagline 
with copyright note and site designer.

The PHC site is an encouraging 
a t tempt  in  the  area o f  cu l tu ra l 
heritage preservation, education, and 
dissemination. A full Arabic version, a 
more user-friendly format (with less use 
of upper-case letters, correction of typos, 
better image captions, and moderation 
of comments) and a simpler shopping 
interface would provide immediate 
enhancement of the site.

Abed A. Khooli is a SharePoint and 
Web development specialist. He can be 
reached at akhooli@arabic2000.com.
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Note: Please make sure to contact the venue to check whether the programme is still running. 

Centre for Jerusalem Studies, tel: 628 7517
LECTURES
Thursday 4
16:30 Jerusalem Seminar, Interreligious religious 
dimension of Jerusalem, Centre for Jerusalem 
Studies
SPECIAL EVENTS
Wednesday 17
21:30 Sufi Night, Centre for Jerusalem Studies
TOURS
Sunday 14
10:00 The Sufi Zawiyas, Centre for Jerusalem 
Studies
Sunday 21
10:00 The Old City communities, Centre for 
Jerusalem Studies

Dar Annadwa, tel: 276 4576; Jacir Palace, tel: 
276 6777
CONCERT
Friday 12
20:00 Musical Concert with the Palestinian artist 
Jameel Sayeh, Dar Annadwa
SPECIAL EVENTS
Wednesday 17
20:00 Pink Night for Ladies, With Garo and 
MEGA DJ, Jacir palace

Café La Vie, tel: 296 4115
SPECIAL EVENTS
Monday 8
19:00 Deutsch Stammtisch, Open meeting with 
native German speakers and learners of German 
language, Café La Vie
Tuesday 30
20:30 Closing Cermony of Wein 3 Ramallah 
Festival: The Palestinian National Ensemble 
of Arabic Music, Ramallah Municipality Street

TOURS
Sunday 7
9:00 A tour to the city of Nablus and Sabastiya, 
Pace Office
Sunday 28 
9:00 A tour to the city of Nablus, Pace Office

Palestinian Association for Cultural Exchange 
(PACE), tel: 240 7611
TOURS
Sunday 14
9:00 A tour to the City of Hebron, Pace Office

TOURS
Sunday 21
9:00 A tour to the city of Jericho, Pace Office
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Al-Jawal Theatre Group
Telefax: 628 0655

Alruwah Theatre
Tel: 626 2626, alruwahtheatre2000@yahoo.com

Al-Ma’mal Foundation for Contemporary Art
Tel: 628 3457, Fax: 627 2312
info@almamalfoundation.org
www.almamalfoundation.org

Al-Urmawi Centre for Mashreq Music
Tel: 234 2005, Fax: 234 2004 
info@urmawi.org, www.urmawi.org

Ashtar for Theatre Productions & Training
Telefax: 582 7218
info@ashtar-theatre.org, www.ashtar-theatre.org

British Council
Tel: 626 7111, Fax: 628 3021
information@ps.britishcouncil.org
www.britishcouncil.org/ps

Center for Jerusalem Studies/Al-Quds University
Tel: 628 7517
cjs@planet.edu, www.jerusalem-studies.alquds.edu

Community Action Centre (CAC)
Tel: 627 3352, Fax: 627 4547
www.cac.alquds.edu

Educational Bookshop
Tel: 627 5858, Fax: 628 0814
info@educationalbookshop.com, www.educationalbookshop.com

El-Hakawati Theatre Company
Tel: 583 8836, Mobile: 0545 835 268
f.abousalem@gmail.com, www.el-hakawati.org

French Cultural Centre
Tel: 628 2451 / 626 2236, Fax: 628 4324 
ccfjeru@consulfrance-jerusalem.org

Issaf Nashashibi Center for Culture & 
Literature
Telefax: 581 8232, isaaf@alqudsnet.com

Jerusalem Centre for Arabic Music
Tel: 627 4774, Fax: 656 2469, mkurd@yahoo.com

Palestinian Art Court - Al Hoash
Telefax: 627 3501
info@alhoashgallery.org, www.alhoashgallary.org

Palestinian National Theatre
Tel: 628 0957, Fax: 627 6293, info@pnt-pal.org

Public Affairs Office
Tel: 628 2456, Fax: 628 2454 
www.uscongen-jerusalem.org

Sabreen Association for Artistic 
Development
Tel: 532 1393, Fax: 532 1394 
sabreen@sabreen.org, www.sabreen.org

Sanabel Culture & Arts Theatre
Tel: 671 4338, Fax: 673 0993
sanabeltheatre@yahoo.com

The Edward Said National 
Conservatory of Music
Tel: 627 1711, Fax: 627 1710 
info@ncm.birzeit.edu, www.birzeit.edu/music

Theatre Day Productions
Tel: 585 4513, Fax: 583 4233
tdp@theatreday.org, www.theatreday.org

Turkish Cultural Centre
Tel: 591 0530/1, Fax: 532 3310
kudustur@netvision.net.il, www.kudusbk.com

Yabous Productions
Tel: 626 1045; Fax: 626 1372
info@yabous.org, www.yabous.org

Al-Harah Theatre
Telefax: 276 7758, alharahtheater@yahoo.com
info@alharah.org, www.alharah.org

Alliance Française de Bethléem
Telefax: 275 0777, afbeth@p-ol.com

Anat Palestinian Folk & Craft Center
Telefax: 277 2024, marie_musslam@yahoo.com

Arab Educational Institute (AEI)-Open 
Windows
Tel: 274 4030, www.aeicenter.org

Artas Folklore Center
Tel: 276 0533, Mobile: 0599 938 0887
artasfc@yahoo.com

Badil Centre
Tel: 277 7086

Beit Jala Community Based-Learning 
& Action Center
Tel: 277 7863

Bethlehem Academy of Music/ Bethlehem 
Music Society
Tel: 277 7141, Fax: 277 7142

Bethlehem Peace Center
Tel: 276 6677, Fax: 276 4670 
info@peacenter.org, www.peacenter.org

Cardinal House
Telefax: 276 4778
info@cardinalhouse.org, www.cardinalhouse.org

Catholic Action Cultural Center
Tel: 274 3277, Fax 274 2939
info@ca-b.org, www.ca-b.org

Centre for Cultural Heritage Preservation
Tel: 276 6244, Fax: 276 6241
info@bethlehem2000.org 
www.bethlehem2000.org/cchp

Inad Centre for Theatre & Arts
Telefax: 276 6263, www.inadtheatre.org

International Centre of Bethlehem-Dar 
Annadwa
Tel: 277 0047, Fax: 277 0048 
info@diyar.ps, www.diyar.ps

ITIP Center “Italian Tourist Information 
Point”
Telefax: 276 0411, itipcenter@yahoo.com

Palestinian Heritage Center
Telefax: 274 2381, 274 2642
mahasaca@palestinianheritagecenter.com 
www.phc.ps

Palestinian Group for the Revival of Popular 
Heritage
Telefax: 274 7945

Relief International - Schools Online 
Bethlehem Community Based-Learning & 
Action Center
Tel: 277 7863

Sabreen Association for Artistic 
Development
Tel: 275 0091, Fax: 275 0092
sabreen@sabreen.org, www.sabreen.org 

Tent of Nations
Tel: 274 3071, Fax: 276 7446
tnations@p-ol.com, www.tentofnations.org

The Edward Said National Conservatory of 
Music
Telefax: 274 8726
info@ncm.birzeit.edu, www.birzeit.edu/music

The Higher Institute of Music
Telefax: 275 2492 
highiom@hotmail.com
www.thehigherinstituteofmusic.ps

Turathuna - Centre for Palestinian Heritage 
(B.Uni.)
Tel: 274 1241, Fax: 274 4440 
pdaoud@bethlehem.edu, www.bethlehem.edu

Al Sanabl Centre for Studies and Heritage
Tel: 256 0280, sanabelssc@yahoo.com
www.sanabl.org, www.sanabl.ps
Beit Et Tifl Compound
Telefax: 229 1559, tdphebron@alqudsnet.com
British Council- Palestine Polytechnic University
Telefax: 229 3717, information@ps.britishcouncil.org  
www.britsishcouncil.org.ps
Children Happiness Center
Telefax: 229 9545, children_hc@yahoo.com
Dura Cultural Martyrs Center
Tel: 228 3663, nader@duramun.org, www.duramun.org
France-Hebron Association for Cultural 
Exchanges
Tel: 222 4811
info@hebron-france.org, wwww.hebron-france.org
Hebron Rehabilitation Committee
Telfax: 225 5640, 222 6993/4
Palestinian Child Arts Center (PCAC)
Tel: 222 4813, Fax: 222 0855 
pcac@hotmail.com, www.pcac.net
Yes Theater
Telefax: 229 1559, 
www.yestheatre.org, info@yestheatre.org
The International Palestinian Youth League 
(IPYL)
Tel:222 9131, Fax: 229 0652 
itv@ipyl.org, www.ipyl.org

Jericho Community Centre
Telefax: 232 5007
Jericho Culture & Art Center
Telefax: 232 1047

Municipality Theatre
Tel: 232 2417, Fax: 232 2604

Cinema Jenin
Tel: 250 2642
info@cinemajenin.org, www.cinemajenin.org

Hakoura Center
Telfax: 250 4773 
center@hakoura-jenin.ps, www.hakoura-jenin.ps

The Freedom Theatre/Jenin Refugee Camp
Tel: 250 3345, info@thefreedomtheatre.org

British Council- Al Najah University
Telefax: 237 5950
information@ps.britishcouncil.org  
www.britishcoumcil.org/ps

Cultural Centre for Child Development
Tel: 238 6290, Fax: 239 7518
nutaleb@hotmail.com, www.nutaleb.cjb.net

Cultural Heritage Enrichment Center
Tel. 237 2863, Fax. 237 8275, arafatn24@yahoo.com

French Cultural Centre
Tel: 238 5914, Fax: 238 7593  
ccfnaplouse@consulfrance-jerusalem.org

Nablus The Culture
Tel: 233 2084, Fax: 234 5325  
info@nablusculture.ps, www.nablusculture.ps

A. M. Qattan Foundation
Tel: 296 0544, Fax: 298 4886 
info@qattanfoundation.org, www.qattanfoundation.org

Al-Kamandjâti Association
Tel: 297 3101
info@alkamandjati.com, www.alkamandjati.com

Al Kasaba Theatre and Cinematheque
Tel: 296 5292/3, Fax: 296 5294 
info@alkasaba.org, www.alkasaba.org

Al-Mada Music Therapy Center
Tel: 241 3196, Fax: 241 3197
info@al-mada.ps, www.al-mada.ps

Al-Rahhalah Theatre
Telefax: 298 8091, alrahhalah@hotmail.com

Amideast
Tel: 240 8023, Fax: 240 8017 
westbank-gaza@amideast.org, www.amideast.org

ArtSchool Palestine
Tel: 295 9837 
info@artschoolpalestine.com, www.artschoolpalestine.com

Ashtar for Theatre Production
Tel: 298 0037, Fax: 296 0326 
info@ashtar-theatre.org, www.ashtar-theatre.org

Baladna Cultural Center
Telfax: 295 8435

BirZeit Ethnographic and Art Museum 
Tel. 298 2976, www.virtualgallery.birzeit.edu
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British Council
Tel: 296 3293-6, Fax: 296 3297
information@ps.britishcouncil.org  
www.britishcouncil.org/ps

Carmel Cultural Foundation
Tel: 298 7375, Fax: 298 7374

Chemonics International Inc. (Palestinian 
Justice Enhancement Program and Investment 
Climate Improvement Project)
Tel: 298 1274

El-Funoun Dance Troupe
Tel: 240 2853, Fax: 240 2851
info@el-funoun.org, www.el-funoun.org

Sareyyet Ramallah - First Ramallah Group (FRG) 
Tel: 295 2690 - 295 2706, Fax: 298 0583
sareyyet@sareyyet.ps, www.sareyyet.ps 

Franco-German Cultural Centre Ramallah
Tel: 298 1922 / 7727, Fax: 298 1923
info@ccf-goethe.org, www.ccf-goethe-ramallah.org

Greek Cultural Centre - “Macedonia”
Telefax: 298 1736/ 298 0546, makdonia@palnet.com

In’ash Al-Usra Society- Center for Heritage 
& Folklore Studies
Tel: 240 1123 / 240 2876, Telefax: 240 1544
usra@palnet.com, www.inash.org

Khalil Sakakini Cultural Center
Tel: 298 7374, Fax: 296 6820 
sakakini@sakakini.org, www.sakakini.org

Manar Cultural Center
Tel: 295 7937, Fax: 298 7598

Mazra’a Qibliyeh Heritage and Tourism 
Centre
Telefax: 281 5825, mazraaheritage@yahoo.com
www.geocities.com/mazraaheritage/

Palestinian Association  
for Contemporary Art PACA
Tel: 296 7601, fax: 295 1849
paca@pal-paca.org, www.pal-paca.org

Palestinian Association for Cultural 
Exchange (PACE)
Tel: 240 7611, Telfax: 240 7610
pace@p-ol.com, www.pace.ps

Palestine Writing Workshop
www.palestineworkshop.org

Popular Art Center 
Tel: 240 3891, Fax: 240 2851
info@popularartcentre.org, www.popularartcentre.org

Ramallah Center for Human Rights Studies 
(RCHRS)
Tel: 241 3002

Ramallah Cultural Palace
Tel: 298 4704 / 295 2105, Fax: 295 2107
rcpevents@ramallah-city.org
www.ramallahculturalpalace.org

RIWAQ: Centre for Architectural 
Conservation
Tel: 240 6887, Fax: 240 6986 
riwaq@palnet.com, www.riwaq.org

Sandouq Elajab Theatre
Tel: 296 5638, 295 3206, sandouqelajab@yahoo.com

Shashat
Tel: 297 3336, Fax: 297 3338
info@shashat.org, www.shashat.org

Sharek Youth Forum
Tel: 296 7741, Fax: 296 7742 
info@sharek.ps, www.sharek.ps

Tamer Institute for Community Education
Tel: 298 6121/ 2, Fax: 298 8160
tamer@palnet.com, www.tamerinst.org

The Danish House in Palestine (DHIP)
TeleFax: 298 8457, info@dhip.ps, www.dhip.ps

The Edward Said National Conservatory of 
Music
Tel: 295 9070, Fax: 295 9071
info@ncm.birzeit.edu, www.birzeit.edu/music

The Palestinian Circus School
Tel: 0545 - 671 911, 0599 - 926 107
www.palcircus.ps, info@ palcircus.ps 

The Palestinian Network of Art Centres
Tel: 298 0036, 296 4348/9, Fax: 296 0326
iman_aoun@yahoo.com

The Spanish Cultural Center
Tel. 295 0893, chp@panoramacenter.org

Young Artist Forum
Telefax: 296 7654, yaf@palnet.com

 
Al-Qattan Centre for the Child
Tel: 283 9929, Fax: 283 9949 
reem@qcc.qattanfoundation.org 
www.qattanfoundation.org/qcc

Arts & Crafts Village
Telefax: 284 6405 
artvlg@palnet.com, www.gazavillage.org

Ashtar for Culture & Arts
Telefax: 283 3565, atlas9@palnet.com

Fawanees Theatre Group
Telefax: 288 4403

Culture & Light Centre
Telefax: 286 5896, ifarah@palnet.com

French Cultural Centre
Tel: 286 7883, Fax: 282 8811 
ccfgaza@consulfrance-jerusalem.org

Gaza Theatre 
Tel: 282 4860, Fax: 282 4870

Global Production and Distribution
Telefax: 288 4399, art.global@yahoo.com

Dialogpunkt Deutsch Gaza (Goethe-Insitut) 
Tel: 282 0203, Fax: 282 1602

Holst Cultural Centre 
Tel: 281 0476, Fax: 280 8896, mcrcg@palnet.com

Theatre Day Productions
Telefax: 283 6766, tdpgaza@palnet.com

Windows from Gaza For Contemporary Art 
Mob. 0599 781 227 - 0599 415 045, info@artwfg.ps
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Holy Land Hotel (105 rooms; bf; cf; mr; res)
Tel: 627 2888, Fax: 628 0265 
info@holylandhotel.com, www.holylandhotel.com

Jerusalem Hotel (14 rooms; bf; mr; res; live music)
Tel: 628 3282, Fax: 628 3282 
raed@jrshotel.com, www.jrshotel.com 

Jerusalem Meridian Hotel 
(74 rooms; bf; mr; res)
Tel: 628 5212, Fax: 628 5214 
www.jerusalem-meridian.com

Jerusalem Panorama Hotel 
(74 rooms; bf; mr; res)
Tel: 628 4887, Fax: 627 3699 
panorama@alqudsnet.com
www.jerusalempanoramahotel.com

Hashimi Hotel
Tel: 628 4410, Fax: 628 4667, info@hashimihotel.com

Knights Palace Guesthouse (50 rooms)
Tel: 628 2537, Fax: 628 2401, kp@actcom.co.il

Legacy Hotel
Tel: 627 0800, Fax: 627 7739 
rani@jerusalemlegacy.com, www.jerusalemlegacy.com

Metropol Hotel
Tel: 628 2507, Fax: 628 5134

Mount of Olives Hotel (61 rooms; bf; mr; res)
Tel: 628 4877, Fax: 626 4427 
info@mtolives.coml, www.mtolives.com

Mount Scopus Hotel (65 rooms; bf; mr; res)
Tel: 582 8891, Fax: 582 8825, mtscopus@netvision.net.il

National Hotel (99 rooms; bf; cr; res; cf)
Tel: 627 8880, Fax: 627 7007
www.nationalhotel-jerusalem.com

Addar Hotel (30 suites; bf; mr; res)
Tel: 626 3111, Fax: 626 0791, www.addar-hotel.com

Alcazar Hotel (38 rooms; bf; mr; res)
Tel: 628 1111; Fax: 628 7360 
admin@jrscazar.com, www.jrscazar.com

Ambassador Hotel (122 rooms; bf; cf; mr; res)
Tel: 541 2222, Fax: 582 8202 
reservation@jerusalemambassador.com 
www.jerusalemambassador.com

American Colony Hotel(84 rooms; bf; cf; mr; res)
Tel: 627 9777, Fax: 627 9779 
reserv@amcol.co.il, www.americancolony.com

Austrian Hospice
Tel: 626 5800, Fax: 627 1472
office@austrianhospice.com 
www.austrianhospice.com

Azzahra Hotel (15 rooms, res)
Tel: 628 2447, Fax: 628 3960
azzahrahotel@shabaka.net, www.azzahrahotel.com

Capitol Hotel (54 rooms; bf; mr; res)
Tel: 628 2561/2, Fax: 626 4352

Christmas Hotel
Tel: 628 2588, Fax: 626 4417
christmashotel@bezeqint.net, www.christmas-hotel.com

Commodore Hotel (45 rooms; cf; mr; res)
Tel: 627 1414, Fax: 628 4701

Gloria Hotel (94 rooms; mr; res)
Tel: 628 2431, Fax: 628 2401, gloriahl@netvision.net.il

Golden Walls Hotel (112 rooms)
Tel: 627 2416, Fax: 626 4658
info@goldenwalls.com, www.goldenwalls.com
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El-Beit Guest House (beit sahour) (15 rooms)
TeleFax: 277 5857, info@elbeit.org, www.elbeit.org

Everest Hotel (19 rooms; bf; mr; res)
Tel: 274 2604, Fax: 274 1278

Grand Hotel (107 rooms; bf; cf; mr; res)
Tel: 274 1602 - 274 1440, Fax: 274 1604 
info@grandhotelbethlehem.com

Golden Park Resort & Hotel (Beit Sahour) 
(54 rooms; res, bar, pool)
Tel: 277 4414

House of Hope Guesthouse
Tel: 274 2325, Fax: 274 0928
Guesthouse@houseofhopemd.org

House of Peace Hostel
Tel: 276 4739, http://www.houseofpeace.hostel.com/

Inter-Continental Hotel (Jacir Palace) 
(250 rooms; su; bf; cf; mr; res)
Tel: 276 6777, Fax: 276 6770

Lutheran Guesthouse “Abu Gubran”
Tel: 277 0047, Guesthouse@diyar.ps, www.diyar.ps

Murad Tourist Resort
Tel: 2759880, Fax:2759881, www.murad.ps

Nativity BELLS Hotel (65 rooms; bf; cf; mr; res)
Tel: 274 8880, Fax: 274 8870 
nativitybells@palnet.com, www.nativitybellshotel.ps

Nativity Hotel (89 rooms; bf; cf; mr; res)
Tel: 277 0650, Fax: 274 4083 
nativity@nativity-hotel.com, www.nativity-hotel.com

Paradise Hotel (166 rooms;cf;bf;mr;res;su;pf)
Tel: 274 4542/3 - 274 4544, paradise@p-ol.com

St. Antonio Hotel (36 rooms; mr; cf;res;pf)
Tel: 276 6221, Fax: 276 6220

Santa Maria Hotel (83 rooms; mr; res)
Tel: 276 7374/5/6, Fax: 276 7377, smaria@p-ol.com

Shepherd Hotel
Tel: 274 0656, Fax: 274 4888 
info@shepherdhotel.com, www.shepherdhotel.com

Shepherds’ House Hotel 
(Facilities: Restaurant and Bar, WiFi)
Tel: 275 9690, Fax: 275 9693

St. Nicholas Hotel (25 rooms; res; mr)
Tel: 274 3040/1/2, Fax: 274 3043

Saint Vincent Guest House (36 rooms)
Tel: 276 0967/8, Fax: 276 0970
svincent@p-ol.com, www.saintvincentguesthouse.net 

Talita Kumi Guest House (22 rooms; res; mr; cf)
Tel: 274 1247, Fax: 274 1847

Zaituna Tourist Village
Tel: 275 0655

Al- Zaytouna Guest House (7 rooms; bf; res; mr)
Telefax: 274 2016 Deir Hijleh Monastery
Tel: 994 3038, 0505 348 892

Hisham Palace Hotel
Tel: 232 2414, Fax: 232 3109

Inter-Continental Jericho 
(181 rooms; su; bf; cf; mr; res; ter; tb)
Tel: 231 1200, Fax: 231 1222

Jericho Resort Village 
(60 rooms; 46 studios; bf; cf; mr; res)
Tel: 232 1255, Fax: 232 2189 
reservation@jerichoresorts.com, www.jerichoresorts.com

Jerusalem Hotel (22 rooms)
Tel: 232 2444, Fax: 992 3109

New Imperial Hotel (45 rooms)
Tel: 627 2000, Fax: 627 1530

New Metropole Hotel (25 rooms; mr; res)
Tel: 628 3846, Fax: 627 7485

New Regent Hotel (24 rooms; bf; mr; res)
Tel: 628 4540, Fax: 626 4023, atictour@palnet.com

New Swedish Hostel
Tel: 627 7855, Fax: 626 4124, swedishhost@yahoo.com 
www.geocities.com/swedishhostel

Notre Dame Guesthouse (142 rooms, Su, bf, mr, 
cr, res, ter, cf, pf)
Tel: 627 9111, Fax: 627 1995
info@notredamecenter.org, www.notredamecenter.org

Palestine Workshop
Mob: 0597 651 408, http://palestineworkshop.org

Petra Hostel and Hotel
Tel: 628 6618

Pilgrims Inn Hotel (16 rooms; bf; mr; res)
Tel: 627 2416, info@goldenwalls.com 

Ritz Hotel Jerusalem (104 rooms, bf, mr)
Tel: 626 9900, Fax: 626 9910
reservations@jerusalemritz.com
www.jerusalemritz.com

Rivoli Hotel
Tel: 628 4871, Fax: 627 4879

Savoy Hotel (17 rooms)
Tel: 628 3366, Fax: 628 8040

Seven Arches Hotel (197 rooms; bf; mr; res)
Tel: 626 7777, Fax: 627 1319, svnarch@trendline.co.il

St. Andrew’s Scottish Guesthouse  
“The Scottie” (19 rooms +Self Catering Apartment)
Tel: 673 2401, Fax: 673 1711
standjer@netvision.net.il, www.scotsguesthouse.com

St. George’s Pilgrim Guest House 
(25 rooms; bf; res)
Tel: 628 3302, Fax: 628 2253, sghostel@bezeqint.net

Strand Hotel (88 rooms; mr; res)
Tel: 628 0279, Fax: 628 4826

Victoria Hotel (50 rooms; bf; res)
Tel: 627 4466, Fax: 627 4171

Alexander Hotel (42 rooms; bf; mr; res)
Tel: 277 0780, Fax: 277 0782

Al-Salam Hotel (26 rooms; 6f; mr; cf; res)
Tel: 276 4083/4, Fax: 277 0551, samhotel@p-ol.com

Beit Al-Baraka Youth Hostel (19 rooms)
Tel: 222 9288, Fax: 222 9288

Beit Ibrahim Guesthouse
Tel: 274 2613, Fax: 274 4250 
reception@luthchurch.com 
www.abrahams-herberge.com

Bethlehem Hotel (209 rooms; bf; cf; mr; res)
Tel: 277 0702, Fax: 277 0706, bhotel@p-ol.com

Bethlehem Inn (36 rooms; bf; mr; res)
Tel: 274 2424, Fax: 274 2423

Bethlehem Star Hotel (72 rooms; cf; bf; res)
Tel: 274 3249 - 277 0285, Fax: 274 1494 
htstar@palnet.com

Casanova Hospice (60 rooms; mr; res)
Tel: 274 3981, Fax: 274 3540

Casanova Palace Hotel (25 rooms; bf; res)
Tel: 274 2798, Fax: 274 1562
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Telepherique & Sultan Tourist Center 
(55 rooms)
Tel: 232 1590, Fax: 232 1598  
info@jericho-cablecar.com

Hebron Hotel
Tel: 225 4240 / 222 9385, Fax: 222 6760
hebron_hotel@hotmail.com

Al-Qaser Hotel (48 rooms; 7 regular suites, 1 royal 
suite; bf; cf; mr; res)
Tel: 2341 444, Fax: 2341 944 
alqaser@alqaserhotel.com, www.alqaserhotel.com
Al-Yasmeen Hotel & Souq 
(30 rooms; cf; mr; res)
Tel: 233 3555 Fax: 233 3666  
yasmeen@palnet.com, www.alyasmeen.com
Asia Hotel (28 rooms, res)
Telefax: 238 6220
Chrystal Motel (12 rooms)
Telefax: 233 3281
International Friends Guesthouse (Hostel) 
(mr; res; ter; cf; pf)
Telfax: 238 1064
ifriends.house@gmail.com, www.guesthouse.ps

Al-A’in Hotel (24 rooms and suites; mr; cf)
Tel: 240 5925 - 240 4353 Fax: 240 4332
alainhotel@hotmail.com
Aladdin Hotel
Tel: 240 7689, 240 7921, Fax: 240 7687
aladdinhotel1@gmail.com
Al-Bireh Tourist Hotel (50 rooms; cf; res)
Telefax: 240 0803
Al-Hajal Hotel (22 rooms; bf)
Telefax: 298 7858
Al Hambra Palace (Hotel Suites and Resort)
Tel: 295 6226 - 295 0031, Fax: 295 0032
www.alhambra-palace-hotel.com
alhambrapalace1@gmail.com
Reef Pension (Jifna village) (8 rooms; res)
Telefax: 2810881, www.reefhousepension.ps
Al-Wihdah Hotel
Telefax: 298 0412
Ankars Suites and Hotel (30 suites)
Tel: 295 2602, Fax: 295 2603
info@ankarssuiteshotel.ps
Beauty Inn
Tel: 296 6477, Fax: 296 6479
beauty.inn@hotmail.com, www.beautyinn.ps
Best Eastern Hotel (91 rooms; cf; res)
Tel: 296 0450, Fax: 295 8452, besteastern@jrol.com
Caesar Hotel (46 rooms & su, 2 mr, cr, res, cf)
Tel: 297 9400, Fax: 297 9401
info@jrscazar.com, www.caesar-hotel.ps 
City Inn Palace Hotel (47 rooms; bf; cf; res)
Tel: 240 8080, Fax: 240 8091
cityinnpalace@gmail.com, www.cityinnpalace.com
Grand Park Hotel & Resorts 
(84 rooms; 12 grand suites; bf; cf; mr; res; sp; pf)
Tel: 298 6194, Fax: 295 6950, info@grandpark.com
Gemzo Suites 
(90 executive suites; cs; mr; pf; gm; res) 
Tel: 240 9729, Fax: 240 9532
gemzo@palnet.com, www.gemzosuites.net

Manarah Hotel
Tel: 295 2122, Telefax: 295 3274
manarah@hotmail.com, www.manarahhotel.com.ps
Merryland Hotel (25 rooms)
Tel: 298 7176, Telefax: 298 7074
Mövenpick Hotel Ramallah (171 rooms and Su; 
bf; mr; cr; res;ter; cf; gm; pf; sp)
Tel: 298 5888, Fax: 298 533 
hotel.ramallah@moevenpick.com 
hotel.ramallah.reservation@moevenpick.com 
www.moevenpick-ramallah.com
Rocky Hotel (22 rooms; cf; res; ter)
Tel: 296 4470, Telefax: 296 1871
Pension Miami (12 rooms)
Telefax: 295 6808
Ramallah Hotel (22 rooms; bf; mr; res)
Tel: 295 3544, Fax: 295 5029
Retno Hotel (33 rooms & su; res; mr; gm; sp)
Telefax: 295 0022, Retno@retnohotel.com 
www.retnohotel.com
Royal Court Suite Hotel (34 suites; res; mr; ter; 
cf; pf; i)
Tel: 296 4040, Fax: 296 4047
Star Mountain Guesthouse (10 rooms; wifi; pf)
Tel: 296 2705, Telefax: 296 2715
starmountaincenter@gmail.com

Adam Hotel (76 rooms; bf; cf; mr; res)
Telefax: 282 3521/19
Al-Deira (11 suites; cf; mr; res; ter)
Tel: 283 8100/200/300, Fax: 283 8400 
ADEIRA@P-I-S.com 
Al-Quds In ter na tional Hotel 
(44 rooms; 2 suites; bf; mr; res)
Telefax: 282 5181 - 282 6223 - 286 3481 - 282 2269
Al-Waha Hotel 
Tel: 287 0880, Fax: 287 0889
Beach Hotel (25 rooms; bf; mr; res)
Telefax: 282 5492 - 284 8433
Cliff Hotel (24 rooms; bf; mr; res)
Tel: 282 3450, Fax: 282 0742
Commodore Gaza Hotel (120 rooms;su; bf)
Tel: 283 4400, Fax: 282 2623 
hotel@commodorgaza.com
Gaza International Hotel 
(30 rooms; bf; cf; res; sp)
Tel: 283 0001/2/3/4, Fax: 283 0005
Grand Palace Hotel 
(20 rooms; cr; mr; cf; res; internet)
Tel: 284 9498/6468, Fax: 284 9497 
grand_palace@p-i-s.com
Hotel Sea Breeze 
Tel: 283 0277 - 284 2654, Fax: 282 4231 
Marna House (17 rooms; bf; mr; res)
Tel: 282 2624, Fax: 282 3322
Palestine Hotel (54 rooms; bf; cf; mr; res)
Tel: 282 3355, Fax: 286 0056

Cinema Jenin Guesthouse (7 rooms; 2 su)
Tel: 250 2455
guesthouse@cinemajenin.org, www.cinemajenin.org
Haddad Hotel & Resort
Tel: 241 7010/1/2, Fax: 241 7013
haddadbooking@ymail.com 
www.haddadtourismvillage.com

Key: su = suites, bf = business facilities; mr = meeting rooms, cr = conference facilities; res = restaurant, 
 ter = terrace bar; tb = turkish bath, cf = coffee shop; gm = gym; pf = parking facilities, sp = swimming pool
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Flavours Grill 
International Cuisine with 
Mediterranean Flavour
Tel: 627 4626

Four Seasons Restaurants 
and Coffee Shop
Barbecues and Shawerma 
Tel: 628 6061, Fax: 628 6097

Garden’s Restaurant
Tel: 581 6463

Goodies
Fast Food
Tel: 585 3223 

Kan Zaman (Jerusalem Hotel)
Mediterranean Cuisine 
Tel: 627 1356

Lotus and Olive Garden 
(Jerusalem Meridian Hotel)
Middle Eastern and Continental 
Cuisine
Tel: 628 5212 

Nafoura 
Middle Eastern Menu
Tel: 626 0034

Nakashian Gallery Café 
Tel: 627 8077

La Rotisserie (Notre Dame 
Hotel)
Gourmet Restaurant, European 
and Mediterranean Menu
Tel: 627 9114, Fax: 627 1995

Dina Café
Coffee and Pastry
Tel: 626 3344

Panoramic Golden City
Barbecues 
Tel: 628 4433, Fax: 627 5224

Pasha’s 
Oriental Food
Tel: 582 5162, 532 8342

Patisserie Suisse
Fast Food and Breakfast
Tel: 628 4377

Petra Restaurant
Oriental Cuisine 
Tel: 627 7799

Pizza House
Pizza and Oriental Pastry
Tel: 627 3970, 628 8135

RIO Grill and Subs
Italian and French Cuisine
Tel: 583 5460

Rossini’s Restaurant Bar
French and Italian Cuisine 
Tel: 628 2964

Philadelphina Restaurant
Mediterranean Menu 
Tel: 532 2626, Fax: 532 2636

Shalizar Restaurant 
Middle Eastern, Mexican, and 
Italian Cuisine 
Tel: 582 9061

The Gate Café
Fresh Juices, Coffee, and Tea
Tel: 627 4282

The Scots Bistro
Coffee and Pastry
Tel: 673 2401, Fax: 673 1711

The Patio (Christmas Hotel)
Oriental and European Menu
Tel: 628 2588, 626 4418

Versavee Bistro (Bar and Café)
Oriental and Western Food
Tel: 627 6160

1890 Restaurant (Beit-Jala)
Tel: 277 8779 
restaurant.1890@gmail.com

Abu Eli Restaurant
Middle Eastern and Barbecues
Tel. 274 1897

Abu Shanab Restaurant
Barbecues
Tel: 274 2985

Afteem Restaurant
Oriental Cuisine 
Tel: 274 7940

Al-Areeshah Palace (Jacir 
Palace – InterContinental 
Bethlehem)
Middle Eastern and Barbecues
Tel: 276 6777, Fax: 276 6154

Al-Hakura Restaurant
Middle Eastern and Fast Food
Tel: 277 3335

Al- Khaymeh (Jacir Palace – 
InterContinental Bethlehem)
Middle Eastern and Barbecues
Tel: 276 6777, Fax: 276 6154

Akkawi Café
Western Menu 
Tel: 274 8447

Al Makan Bar (Jacir Palace – 
InterContinental Bethlehem)
Snack Bar
Tel: 276 6777, Fax: 276 6770

Balloons
Coffee Shop and Pizza
Tel: 275 0221, Fax: 277 7115

Beit Sahour Citadel
Mediterranean Cuisine
Tel: 277 7771

Bonjour Restaurant and Café
Coffee Shop and Continental 
Cuisine 
Tel: 274 0406

Al-Diwan (Ambassador Hotel)
Middle Eastern, French, and Italian 
Cuisine
Tel: 541 2213, Fax: 582 8202

Alhambra Palace Jerusalem 
Restaurant & coffee shop
Conferences workshops and social 
activates, Theatre and Cinema 
Tel: 626 3535, Fax: 6263737 
info@alhambrapalacej.com

Al-Shuleh Grill
Shawerma and Barbecues
Tel: 627 3768

Amigo Emil
Middle Eastern, American, Indian, 
and Italian Cuisine 
Tel: 628 8090, Fax: 626 1457

Antonio’s (Ambassador Hotel) 
Middle Eastern, French, and Italian 
Cuisine
Tel: 541 2213

Arabesque, Poolside, and 
Patio Restaurants (American 
Colony Hotel)
Western and Middle Eastern Menu
Tel: 627 9777, Fax: 627 9779

Armenian Tavern
Armenian and Middle Eastern Food
Tel: 627 3854

Askidinya
Italian and French Cuisine
Tel: 532 4590

Az-Zahra
Oriental food and Pizza
Tel: 628 2447

Borderline Restaurant Café
Italian and Oriental Menu
Tel: 532 8342

Cafَé Europe
Drinks and Fast Food
Tel: 628 4313

Cardo Restaurant 
Continental Cuisine
Tel: 627 0827

Chinese Restaurant
Chinese Cuisine 
Tel: 626 3465, Fax: 626 3471

Coffee Bean Café 
Sandwiches and Sushi 
Tel: 627 0820

Educational Bookshop 
Books and Coffee 
Books and Coffee
Tel: 627 5858

El Dorada Coffee Shop and 
Internet Café
Chocolates, Coffee, and Internet 
Tel: 626 0993
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Canary Restaurant & Park
Ala-cart Menu ,Italian Cuisine, 
Barbecues 
Tel: 276 3541

Dar al-Balad
Continental Cuisine 
Tel: 274 9073

Grotto Restaurant
Barbecues and Taboon 
Tel: 274 8844, Fax: 274 8889

Golden Roof
Continental Cuisine
Tel: 274 3224 

Il’iliyeh Restaurant
Continental Cuisine 
Tel: 277 0047

La Terrasse
Middle Eastern and Continental 
Cuisine
Tel: 275 3678

Layal Lounge
Snack Bar
Tel: 275 0655

Mariachi (Grand Hotel)
Seafood and Mexican Cuisine
Tel: 274 1440, 274 1602/3
Fax: 274 1604

Palmeras Gastropub
Continental Cuisine 
Telefax: 275 6622

Peace Restaurant & Bar
Pasta, Seafood, Steaks & Middle 
Eastern
Tel: 0595 187 622

Riwaq Courtyard (Jacir Palace 
– InterContinental Bethlehem)
Coffee Shop and Sandwiches 
Tel: 276 6777, Fax: 276 6754

Roots Lounge (Beit Sahour)
Tel: 0598 333 665

The Tent Restaurant 
(Shepherds’ Valley Village)
Barbecues
Tel: 277 3875, Fax: 277 3876

Sima café
Tel: 275 2058

St. George Restaurant
Oriental Cuisine and Barbecues
Tel: 274 3780, Fax: 274 1833

Tachi Chinese
Chinese Cuisine 
Tel: 274 4382

Taboo – Restaurant and Bar
Oriental and Continental Cuisine 
Tel: 274 0711, Fax: 274 1862

The Square Restaurant and 
Coffee Shop
Mediterranean Cuisine
Tel: 274 9844

Zaitouneh (Jacir Palace – 
InterContinental Bethlehem)
Continental Cuisine
Tel: 276 6777, Fax: 276 6154

Al-Nafoura Restaurant 
(Jericho Resort Village)
Arabic Cuisine and Barbecues 
Tel: 232 1255, Fax: 232 2189

Al-Rawda
Barbecues 
Telefax: 232 2555

Green Valley Park
Oriental Cuisine and Barbecues 
Tel: 232 2349

Jabal Quruntul
Continental Cuisine (Open Buffet) 
Tel: 232 2614, Fax: 232 2659

Seven Trees
Continental Cuisine 
Tel: 232 2781

Salim Afandi 
Barbecues and Oriental Cuisine 
Tel: 237 1332

Qasr al-Jabi restaurant
Tel: 238 4180

Zeit Ou Zaater (Al-Yasmeen 
Hotel)
Continental Cuisine and Pastries
Tel: 238 3164, Fax: 233 3666

Andareen Pub
Mob: 0599 258 435

Al Falaha
Msakhan and Taboun 
Tel: 290 5124

Allegro Italian Restaurant 
Mövenpick Hotel Ramallah 
Italian fine cuisine
Tel: 298 5888

Al- Riwaq All-day-dining 
restaurant 
Mövenpick Hotel Ramallah 
International, Swiss and Oriental 
cuisine
Tel: 298 5888

Awjan
Seafood, Breakfast, and Pizza, 
Coffee Shop, Lebanese and Italian 
Cuisine 
Tel: 297 1776

Andre’s Restaurant
French and Italian Cuisine 
Tel: 296 6477/8

Angelo’s 
Western Menu and Pizza
Tel: 295 6408, 298 1455

Azure Restaurant and Coffee 
Shop
Continental Cuisine 
Telefax: 295 7850

Baladna Ice Cream
Ice Cream and Soft Drinks
Telefax: 295 6721

Bamboo Chinese Restaurant
Tel: 297 6667

Birth Café 
Barbecues and Fast Food
Tel: 297 6614

Caesar’s (Grand Park Hotel)
Continental Cuisine 
Tel: 298 6194

Café De La Paix
French Cuisine
Tel: 298 0880

Chinese House Restaurant
Chinese Cuisine 
Tel: 296 4081

Crispy
Fried Chicken and Hamburgers
Tel: 295 6661

Darna
Continental Cuisine 
Tel: 295 0590/1

Diwan Art Coffee Shop
Continental Cuisine
Tel: 296 6483

Do Re Mi Café (Royal Court)
Continental Cuisine 
Tel: 296 4040

Elite Coffee House 
Italian and Arabic Cuisine
Tel: 296 5169

European Coffee Shop
Coffee and Sweets
Tel: 2951 7031, 296 6505

Express Pizza 
American Pizza
Tel: 296 6566

Fawanees
Pastries and Fast Food
Tel: 298 7046

Gelato
Italian Cuisine - Cake and Ice Cream
Tel: 298 5376

Hoash al-Elleeyya Resturant
(Birzeit)
Mob: 0599 963 991

Jasmine Café
Tel: 295 0121

K5M - Caterers
Cake and Sweets
Tel: 295 6813

Khuzama Restaurant
Oriental Cuisine 
Tel: 298 8289

Karaz Restaurant
French and Italian dishes
Tel: 297 3451 

La Vie Café
Cafe, Bistro & Bar
Tel: 296 4115

La Vista Café and Restaurant
Oriental and Western Cuisine 
Tel: 296 3271
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Cann Espresso
Arabic and Italian Cuisine 
Tel: 297 2125

Mac Simon
Pizza and Fast Food
Tel: 297 2088

Mr. Donuts Café
Donuts and Coffee Shop
Tel: 240 7196

Mr. Fish
Seafood
Tel: 295 9555

Mr. Pizza
Pizza and Fast Food 
Tel: 240 3016, 240 8182

Muntaza Restaurant and 
Garden
Barbecues and Sandwiches 
Tel: 295 6835

Na3Na3 Café
Italian and Oriental Cuisine 
Tel: 296 4606

Newz Bar 
Lounge and “Le Gourmet” pastries’ 
corner 
Mövenpick Hotel Ramallah 
Tel: 298 5888

Osama’s Pizza
Pizza and Fast Food 
Tel: 295 3270

Orjuwan Lounge
Palestinian-Italian Fusion 
Tel: 297 6870

Pesto Café and Restaurant
Italian Cuisine 
Tel: 297 0705, 297 0706

Pizza Inn
Pizza and Fast Food
Tel: 298 1181/2/3

Philadelphia Restaurant
Middle Eastern Menu 
Tel: 295 1999

Plaza Jdoudna Restaurant 
and Park
Middle Eastern Menu 
Tel: 295 6020, Fax: 296 4693

Pronto Resto-Café 
Italian Cuisine 
Tel: 298 7312

Roma Café
Italian Light Food
Tel: 296 4228

Rukab’s Ice Cream
Ice Cream and Soft Drinks
Tel: 295 3467

Saba Sandwiches
Falafel and Sandwiches 
Tel: 296 0116

Samer 
Middle Eastern Food 
Tel: 240 5338 - 240 3088

Sangria’s
French, Italian, and Mexican 
Cuisine 
Tel: 295 6808

Shukeireh Restaurant 
Middle Eastern and Western 
Cuisine 

Sinatra Cafe and Cheese 
Cake
Italian and American Cuisine
Tel: 297 1028 

Sky Bar (Ankars Suites and 
Hotel)
Continental Cuisine 
Tel: 295 2602

Sparkles Bar 
Cigar bar 
Mövenpick Hotel Ramallah 
Tel: 298 5888

Stones
Continental Cuisine 
Tel: 296 6038

Tabash (Jifna Village)
Barbecues 
Tel: 281 0932

Tal El-Qamar Roof 
Middle Eastern and Western Menu
Tel: 298 7905/ 6

TCHE TCHE
Tel: 296 4201

The Vine Restaurant
Continental Cuisine 
Tel: 295 7727

THE Q GARDEN
Roof-top garden - 
International Cusine
Tel: 295 7727

Tomasso’s
Pizza and Fast Food 
Tel: 240 9991/ 2

Tropicana
Mexican Cuisine, Oriental Menu, 
and Zarb
Tel: 297 5661

UpTown (Ankars Suites and 
Hotel)
Continental Cuisine 
Tel: 295 2602

Vatche’s Garden Restaurant
European Style 
Tel: 296 5966, 296 5988

Zam’n Premium Coffee
Coffee Shop Style
Tel: 295 0600

Zaki Taki
Sandwiches 
Tel: 296 3643

Zam’n Premium Coffee 
Masyoun
Coffee Shop Style
Tel: 298 1033

Zarour Bar BQ
Barbecues and Oriental Cuisine 
Tel: 295 6767, 296 4480
Fax: 296 4357

Zeit ou Zaater
Pastries and Snacks
Tel: 295 4455

Ziryab
Barbecues, Italian, and Oriental 
Cuisine
Tel: 295 9093

Al-Andalus
Middle Eastern and Western 
Cuisine
Tel: 282 1272, 283 3769

Al-Deira
Continental Cuisine 
Tel: 283 8100/200/300

Al-Marsa
Seafood and Desserts 
Tel: 286 3599

Al-Molouke
Shawerma and Barbecues 
Tel: 286 8397

Al-Salam
Seafood 
Tel: 282 2705, Telefax: 283 3188

Al-Sammak
Seafood 
Tel: 286 4385

Al-Sammak Ghornata
Seafood 
Tel: 284 0107

Avenue Restaurant and Café 
Shop
Middle Eastern and Western Menu 
Tel: 288 2100 / 288 3100

La Mirage
Continental Cuisine and Seafood
Tel: 286 5128

Roots - The Club
Oriental Cuisine 
Tel: 288 8666, 282 3999, 
282 3777

Saleh Atya Al Shawa 
Restaurant - Al-Jala
Barbecues 
Tel: 282 5062

Al Quds Restaurant
Tel: 229 7773
Fax: 229 7774
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East Jerusalem (02) 4M Travel Agency, Tel: 627 1414, Fax: 628 4701, info@4m-travel.com, www.4m-
travel.com • Abdo Tourist & Travel, Tel: 628 1865, Fax: 627 2973, abdotours@hotmail.com • Aeolus Tours, 
Tel: 0505 635 5496, Fax: 656 5823, aeolus@aeolus-ltd.com • Albina Tours Ltd., Tel: 628 3397, Fax: 628 1215, 
albina@netvision.net.il; info@albinatours.com, www.albinatours.com • Alliance Travel Solutions, Tel: 581 7102, 
Fax: 581 7103, info@alliancetravel-jrs.com, www.alliancetravel-jrs.com • Arab Tourist Agency (ATA), Tel: 627 
7442, Fax: 628 4366,george@atajrs.com • Atic Tours & Travel Ltd., Tel: 628 6159, Fax: 626 4023, info@atictour.
com, www.atictour.com • Awad & Co. Tourist Agency, Tel: 628 4021, Fax: 628 7990, admin@awad.tours.com, 
www.awad-tours.com • Aweidah Bros. Co., Tel: 6282365, towertours@alqudsnet.com • B. Peace Tours & 
Travel, Tel: 626 1876, Fax: 626 2065, b.peacetours@bezeqint.net • Bible Land Tours, Tel: 627 1169, Fax: 627 
2218, links@palnet.com • Blessed Land Tours, Tel: 628 6592, Fax: 628 5812, blt@blessedlandtours.com, www.
blessedlandtours.com • Carawan Tours and Travel, Tel: 628 1244, Fax: 628 1406, carawan@jrol.com, www.
carawan-tours.com • Daher Travel, Tel: 628 3235, Fax: 627 1574, dahert@netvision.net.il, www.dahertravel.com • 
Dajani Palestine Tours, Tel: 626 4768, Fax: 627 6927, dajani@netvision.net.il • Dakkak Tours Agency, Tel: 
628 2525, Fax: 628 2526, dakkak@netmedia.net.il • Destination Middle Eastl, info@destination-middle-east.
com • George Garabedian Co., Tel: 628 3398, Fax: 628 7896, ggc@ggc-jer.com • GEMM Travel, Tel: 628 
2535/6, sales@gemmtravel.com • Guiding Star Ltd., Tel: 627 3150, Fax: 627 3147, mark@guidingstar2.com, www.
guidingstarltd.com • Holy Jerusalem Tours & Travel, Tel: 540 1668; Fax: 540 0963, info@holyjerusalemtours.
com, www.holyjerusalemtours.com • Holy Land Tours, Tel: 532 3232, Fax: 532 3292, info@holylandtours.biz 
• Jata Travel Ltd., Tel: 627 5001, Fax: 627 5003, jatatraveltd@hotmail.com • Jiro Tours, Tel: 627 3766, Fax: 
628 1020, jiro@netvision.net.il, www.jirotours.com • Jordan Travel Agency, Tel: 628 4052, Fax: 628 7621 • 
Jerusalem Orient Tourist Travel, Tel : 628 8722, Fax: 627 4589, hamdi@jottweb.com • JT & T, Tel: 628 9418, 
628 9422, Fax: 628 9298, jtt@bezeqint.net.il, www.jttours.com • KIM’s Tourist & Travel Agency, Tel: 627 9725, 
Fax: 627 4626, kim@shabaka.net, www.kimstours.com • Lawrence Tours & Travel, Tel: 628 4867, Fax: 627 
1285, info@lawrence-tours.com • Lions Gate Travel & Tours, Tel: 627 7829, Fax: 627 7830, Mobile: 0523 855 
312, info@lionsgate-travel.com, lionsgate-travel@hotmail.com • Lourdes Tourist & Travel Agency, Tel: 627 
5332, Telefax: 627 5336, lourdestravel@bezeqint.net • Mt. of Olives Tours Ltd., Tel: 627 1122, Fax: 628 5551 
moot@netvision.net.il, www.olivetours.com • Nawas Tourist Agency Ltd., Tel: 628 2491, Fax: 628 
5755 • Nazarene Tours and Travel, Tel: 627 4636, Fax: 627 7526 • Near East Tourist Agency 
(NET), Tel: 532 8706, Fax: 532 8701, Jerusalem@netours.com, www.netours.com • O.S. Hotel Services, 
Tel: 628 9260, Fax: 626 4979, os@os-tours.com • Overseas Travel Bureau, Tel: 628 7090, Fax: 628 
4442, otb@netvision.net.il • Priority Travel and Tours LTD., Tel: 627 4207, Fax: 627 4107 • Safieh 
Tours & Travel Agency, Tel: 626 4447, Fax: 628 4430, safiehtours@bezeqint.net • Samara Tourist 
& Travel Agency, Tel: 627 6133. Fax: 627 1956, info@samaratours.com • Shepherds Tours & 
Travel, Tel: 6284121- 6287859, Fax: 6280251, info@shepherdstours.com, www.shepherdstours.com 
• Shweiki Tours Ltd., Tel: 673 6711, Fax: 673 6966 • Sindbad Travel Tourist Agency, Tel: 627 2165, 
Fax: 627 2169, sindbad1@bezeqint.net, www.Sindbad-Travel.com • Terra Sancta Tourist Co, Tel: 628 4733, 
Fax: 626 4472 • Tower Tours & Travel Ltd., Tel: 628 2365, Fax: 628 2366, towertours@alqudsnet.com, www.
tower-tours.com • Tony Tours Ltd., Tel: 244 2050, Fax: 244 2052, ihab64@012.net.il • United Travel Ltd., 
Tel: 583 3614, Fax: 583 6190, unidas@bezeqint.net, www.unitedtravelltd.com • Universal Tourist Agency, 
Tel: 628 4383, Fax: 626 4448, uta-j@zahav.net.il, www.universal-jer.com • William Tours & Travel Agency, 
Tel: 623 1617, Fax: 624 1126, wiltours_n@hotmail.com • Yanis Tours & Travel, Telefax: 627 5862, hai_mou@
yahoo.com • Zatarah Tourist & Travel Agency, Tel: 627 2725, Fax: 628 9873, info@zaatarahtravel.com 

Bethlehem (02) Angels Tours and Travel, Tel: 277 5813, Fax: 277 5814, angels@p-ol.com, www.
angelstours.com.ps • Arab Agency Travel & Tourism, Tel: 274 1872, Fax: 274 2431, tourism@aca-palestine.
com, www.aca-palestine.com • Bethlehem Star Travel, Telefax: 277 0441, info@bst.ps, www.bst.ps • Crown 
Tours & Travel Co. Ltd., Tel: 274 0911, Fax: 274 0910, info@crown-tours.com, www.crown-tours.com • Four 
Seasons Co. Tourism & Travel, Tel: 277 4401, Fax: 277 4402, fseasons@p-ol.com • Gloria Tours & Travel, 
Tel: 274 0835, Fax: 274 3021, gloria@p-ol.com • Golden Gate Tours & Travel, Tel: 276 6044, Fax: 276 6045, 
ggtours@palnet.com • Kukali Travel & Tours, Tel: 277 3047, Fax: 277 2034, kukali@p-ol.com • Laila Tours & 
Travel, Tel: 277 7997, Fax: 277 7996, laila@lailatours.com, www.Lailatours.com • Lama Tours International, 
Tel: 274 3717, Fax: 274 3747, litco@p-ol.com • Millennium Transportation, TeleFax: 676 7727, 050-242 270 
• Mousallam Int’l Tours, Tel: 277 0054, Fax: 277 0054, Mitours@palnet.com • Nativity Travel, Tel: 274 2966, 
Fax: 274 4546 • Sansur Travel Agency, Tel: 274 4473, Telefax: 274 4459 • Sky Lark Tours and Travel, 
Tel: 274 2886, Fax: 276 4962, skylark@palnet.com • Terra Santa Tourist Co., Tel: 277 0249 Fax: 277 0250 • 
Voice of Faith Tours, Tel: 275 70 50 Fax: 275 70 51, nabil@gmtravel.co.il, www.gmtravel.co.il

Beit Jala (02) Guiding Star Ltd., Tel: 276 5970, Fax: 276 5971, info@guidingstar2.com 

Beit Sahour (02) Alternative Tourism Group, Tel: 277 2151, Fax: 277 2211, info@atg.ps, www.atg.ps • 
Brothers Travel & Tours, Tel: 277 5188, Fax: 277 5189, holyland@brostours.com, www.brostours.com • Magi 
Tours, Telefax: 277 5798, magitours@spidernet.ps

Hebron (02) AL-Afaq for Travel & Umrah, Telefax: 221 1332, alafaqtravel@yahoo.com • Alkiram Tourism, 
Tel: 225 6501/2, Fax: 225 6504, alkiram@hebronet.com • Al-Salam Travel and Tours Co., Tel: 221 5574, Fax: 
223 3747 • Sabeen Travel Tourism, Telefax: 229 4775, sabeenco@yahoo.com

Ramallah (02) Al-Asmar Travel Agency, Telefax: 295 4140, 296 5775, asmar@p-ol.com • All Middle 
East Pilgrimage and Tourism Coordination Office, Tel:  289 8123, Fax: 289 9174, ameptco@gmail.com, 
www.ameptco.com • Amani Tours, Telefax: 298 7013, amanitr@p-ol.com • Anwar Travel Agency, Tel: 295 

East Jerusalem (02) Armenian Museum, Old City, Tel: 628 2331, Fax: 626 4861, Opening hours: 
Mon.- Sat. from 9:00 - 16:30 • Dar At Tifl Museum (Dar At Tifl Association), Near the Orient House, 
Tel: 628 3251, Fax: 627 3477 • Islamic Museum (The Islamic Waqf Asso ciation), Old City, Tel: 628 3313, 
Fax: 628 5561, opening hours for tourists: daily from 7:30 - 13:30 • Math Museum, Science Museum, Abu 
Jihad Museum for the Palestinian Prisoners Studies - Al-Quds University, Tel: 279 9753 - 279 0606, 
foryou@alquds.edu, opening hours Saturday - Wednesday 8:30 - 15:00 • Qalandia Camp Women’s Handicraft 
Coop., Telefax: 656 9385, Fax: 585 6966, qalandia@palnet.com 

Ramallah & Al-Bireh (02) Museum of Palestinian Popular Heritage - In’ash el Usra, In’ash el 
Usra society, Al-Bireh, Tel: 240 2876, Fax: 240 1544, Opening hours: daily from 8:00 - 15:00 except Fridays • 
Ramallah Museum, Al-Harajeh St., Across from Arab Bank, Old Town, Ramallah, Telefax: 295 9561, 
open daily from 8:00 - 15:00 except friday and Saturday • The Birzeit University Ethnographic and Art 
Museum Tel: 298 2976, vtamari@birzeit.edu, Opening hours: daily from 10:00 - 15:00 except for Fridays and Sundays 

Bethlehem (02) Al-Balad Museum for Olive Oil Production, Tel: 274 1581, Opening hours: 8:00-14:30 
Monday through Saturday • Baituna al Talhami Museum, (Folklore Museum) Arab Women’s Union, 
Tel: 274 2589, Fax: 274 2431, Opening hours: daily from 8:00 - 13:00/ 14:00 - 17:00 except for Sundays and 
Thursdays afternoon • Bethlehem Peace Center Museum, Tel: 276 6677, Fax: 274 1057, info@peacenter.org, 
www.peacenter.org, Opening hours: daily from 10:00-18:00 except Sundays from 10:00 - 16:00 • International 
Nativity Museum, TeleFax: 276 0076, nativitymuseum@salesianbethlehem.com, www.internationalnativitymuseum.
com • Natural History Museum, Telefax:02-276 5574, eec@p-ol.com, www.eecp.org • The International 
Nativity Museum, Tel: 276 6585, Fax: 274 2421 • Palestinian Ethnographic Museum, 
Tel: 276 7467, Fax: 276 0533, artas_fc@yahoo.com, Opening hours: daily from 9:00 - 17:00 • Palestinian Heritage 
Center, Telefax: 274 2381, mahasaca@palestinianheritagecenter.com, www.palestinianheritagecenter.com

Gaza (08) Al Mathaf, Tel: 285 8444, info@almathaf.ps, www. almathaf.ps

East Jerusalem (02) Car Rental • Car & Drive, Tel: 656 5562/3 • Dallah Al-Barakah, Tel: 656 4150 • 
Good Luck, Tel: 627 7033, Fax: 627 7688 • Green Peace Rent A Car Ltd., Telefax: 585 9756 • Jerusalem 
Car Rental & Leasing ltd., Tel: 582 2179, Fax: 582 2173 • Orabi, Tel: 585 3101 • Petra, Tel: 582 0716,Taxis 
Abdo,Tel: 585 8202 (Beit Hanina), Tel: 628 3281 (Damascus Gate) • Al-Eman Taxi & Lemo Service, Tel: 
583 4599 - 583 5877 •Al-Rashid, Tel: 628 2220 • Al-Aqsa, Tel: 627 3003 • Beit Hanina, Tel: 585 5777 • Holy 
Land, Tel: 585 5555 • Imperial, Tel: 628 2504 • Jaber - Petra, Tel: 583 7275 - 583 7276 • Khaled Al-Tahan, 
Tel: 585 5777 • Mount of Olives, Tel: 627 2777 • Panorama, Tel: 628 1116 • Tourist Trans por tation Abdo 
Tourist, Tel: 628 1866 • Jerusalem of Gold, Tel: 673 7025/6 • Kawasmi Tourist Travel Ltd., Tel: 628 
4769, Fax: 628 4710 • Mount of Olives, Tel: 627 1122 • Mahfouz Tourist Travel, Tel: 628 2212, Fax: 628 
4015 • Middle East Car Rental, Tel: 626 2777, Fax: 626 2203

Bethlehem (02) Car Rental Murad, Tel: 274 7092 • Nativity Rent a Car, Tel: 274 3532, Fax: 274 7053 Taxis 
Asha’b, Tel: 274 2309 • Beit Jala, Tel: 274 2629 • Al Fararjeh Taxi - 24 Hours, Tel: 275 2416

Hebron (02) Car Rental Holy Land, Tel: 222 0811 • Taxis Al-Asdiqa’, Tel: 222 9436 • Al-Itihad, Tel: 222 8750 

Jericho (02) Taxis Petra, Tel: 232 2525 

Nablus (09) Car Rental Orabi, Tel: 238 3383 • Taxis Al-Ittimad, Tel: 237 1439 • Al-Madina, Tel: 237 3501 

Ramallah & Al-Bireh (02) Car Rental Good Luck, Tel: 234 2160 • Orabi, Tel: 240 3521 • Petra, 
Tel: 295 2602 • TWINS, Tel: 296 4688 • Taxis Al-Bireh, Tel: 240 2956 • Al-Masyoun Taxi, Tel: 295 2230 • 
Al-Salam, Tel: 295 5805 • Al-Wafa, Tel: 295 5444 • Al-Itihad, Tel: 295 5887 • Hinnawi Taxi, Tel: 295 6302 
• Omaya, Tel: 295 6120 • SAHARA Rent a Car Co., Tel: 297 5317/8 • Shamma’ Taxi Co., Tel: 296 0957

Gaza Strip (08) Car Rental Al-Ahli, Tel: 282 8534 • Al-Farouq, Tel: 284 2755 • Imad, Tel: 286 4000 
• Luzun, Tel: 282 2628 • Taxis Al-Nasser, Tel: 286 1844, 286 7845 • Al-Wafa, Tel: 284 9144 - 282 4465 • 
Azhar, Tel: 286 8858 • Midan Filastin, Tel: 286 5242 
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6388, 295 1706, alaa@anwartravel.ps • Arab Office for Travel & Tourism, Tel: 295 6640, Fax: 295 1331 • 
Arseema for Travel & Tourism, Tel: 297 5571, Fax: 297 5572, info@arseema.ps • Atlas Tours & Travel, 
Tel: 295 2180, Fax: 298 6395, www.atlasavia.com • Darwish Travel Agency, Tel: 295 6221, Fax: 295 7940 
• Golden Globe Tours, Tel: 296 5111, Fax: 296 5110, gg-tours@palnet.com • Issis & Co., Tel: 295 6250, 
Fax: 295 4305 • Jordan River Tourist & Travel Agency, Tel: 298 0523, Fax: 298 0524 • Kashou’ Travel 
Agency, Tel: 295 5229, Fax: 295 3107, kashoutravel@hotmail.com • Mrebe Tours & Travel, Tel: 295 4671, 
Fax: 295 4672, info@mrebetours.ps • The Pioneer Links Travel & Tourism Bureau, Tel: 240 7859, Fax: 240 
7860, pioneer@pioneer-links.com • Travel House For Travel & Tourism, Tel: 295 7225, Fax: 296 2634, www.
travelhouse.ps • Rahhal Tours & Travel, Tel: 242 3256, Fax: 242 9962, info@rahhaltours.ps, www.rahhalyours.
ps • Raha Tours and Travel, Tel: 296 1780, Fax: 296 1782, www.rahatt.com, www.rahatravel.com • Reem 
Travel Agency, Tel: 295 3871, Fax: 295 3871 • Royal Tours, Tel: 296 6350/1, Fax: 296 6635 • Sabeen Travel 
Tourism, Telefax: 240 5931, sabeenco@yahoo.com • Salah Tours, Tel: 295 9931, Fax: 298 7206 • Shbat & 
Abdul Nur, Tel: 295 6267, Fax: 295 7246 

Jenin (04) Asia Travel Tourism, Telefax: 243 5157, www.asia-tourism.net • Al Sadeq Travel & Tourism, 
Tel: 243 8055, Fax: 243 8057, email: amr_jarrar@yahoo.com 

Nablus (09) Almadena Tours, Tel: 239 3333, Telefax: 239 3366, travel@almadena.ps, www.almadena.ps • 
Dream Travel & Tourism, Tel: 233 5056, Fax: 237 2069 • Firas Tours, Tel: 234 4565, Fax: 234 7781 • Top 
Tour, Tel: 238 9159, Fax: 238 1425, toptourandtravel@yahoo.com • Yaish International Tours, Telefax: 238 
1410, 238 1437, yaishtrl@palnet.com 

Tulkarem (09) Faj Tours, Tel: 2672 486, Fax: 2686 070, fajtours@hotmail.com 

Gaza Strip (08) Al-Muntazah Travel Agency, Tel: 282 7919 Fax: 282 4923 • Halabi Tours and Travel 
Co., Tel: 282 3704, Fax: 286 6075, halabitours@email.com, www.halabitours.ps • Maxim Tours, Tel: 282 4415, 
Fax: 286 7596 • National Tourist Office, Tel: 286 0616, Fax: 286 0682, shurafa@mtcgaza.com • Time Travel 
Ltd., Tel: 283 6775, Fax: 283 6855, timetravel@marna.com

Air France and KLM, Tel: 02-628 2535/6 (Jerusa lem), Tel: 08-286 0616 (Gaza) • Air Sinai – Varig, Tel: 
02-627 2725 (Jerusalem), Tel: 08-282 1530 (Gaza) • Austrian Airlines Tel: 09-238 2065, Fax: 09-237 5598 
(Nablus) • bmi – Nazarene Aviation, Tel: 09-238 2065, Fax: 09-237 5598 (Nablus) • British Airways, Tel: 
09-238 2065, Fax: 09-237 5598 (Nablus) • Cyprus Airways, Tel: 02-240 4894 (Al-Bireh) • Delta Airlines, Tel: 
02-296 7250, Telefax: 02-298 6395 (Ramallah) • Egypt Air, Tel: 02-298 6950/49 (Ramallah), Tel: 08-282 1530 
(Gaza) • Emirates Airlines, Tel: 02-296 1780 (Ramallah) • Gulf Air, Tel: 09-238 6312 (Nablus), Tel: 02-295 
3912/3 (Ramallah) • Iberia, Tel: 02-628 3235/7238 (Jerusalem) • Lufthansa, Tel: 09-238 2065, Fax: 09-237 
5598 (Nablus) • Malev-Hungarian Airlines, Tel: 02-295 2180 (Ramallah) • Middle East Car Rental, Tel: 
02-295 2602, Fax: 295 2603 • PAL AVIATION, Tel. 02-296 7250 Telefax: 02-298 6395 (Ramallah) • Palestine 
Airlines, Tel: 08-282 2800 (Gaza), Tel: 08-282 9526/7 (Gaza) • Qatar Airways, Tel: 02-240 4895 (Al-Bireh), 
Tel: 08-284 2303 (Gaza), Royal Jordanian Airways, Tel: 02-240 5060 (Ramallah), Tel: 08-282 5403/13 (Gaza) 
• SN Brussels Airlines, Tel: 02-295 2180 (Ramallah), SAS Scandinavian Airlines, Tel: 02-628 3235/7238 
(Jerusalem) • South African Airways, Tel: 02-628 6257 (Jerusalem) • Swiss International Airlines, Tel: 
02-295 2180 (Ramallah) • Tunis Air, Tel: 02-298 7013 (Ramallah), Tel: 08-286 0616 (Gaza) • Turkish Airlines, 
Tel: 02-277 0130 (Bethlehem) 

Airport Information Gaza International Airport, Tel: 08-213 4289 • Ben Gurion Airport, Tel: 03-972 3344

Consulates

East Jerusalem (02) Apostolic Delegation, Tel: 628 2298, Fax: 628 1880 • Belgium, Tel: 582 8263, 
Fax: 581 4063, jerusalem@diplobel.org • European Community - Delegation to the OPT, Tel: 541 5888, 
Fax: 541 5848 • France, Tel: 591 4000, Fax: 582 0032 • Great Britain, Tel: 541 4100, Fax: 532 2368, britain.
jerusalem@fco.gov.uk, www.britishconsulate.org • Greece, Tel: 582 8316, Fax: 532 5392 • Italy, Tel: 561 8966, 
Fax: 561 9190 • Spain, Tel: 582 8006, Fax: 582 8065 • Swedish Consulate General, Tel: 646 5860, Fax: 
646 5861 • Turkey, Tel: 591 0555-7, Fax: 582 0214, turkcons.jerusalem@mfa.gov.tr, www.kudus.bk.mfa.gov.tr • 
United States of America, Tel: 622 7230, Fax: 625 9270 

Representative Offices to the PNA 

Ramallah & Al-Bireh (02) Argentina Representative Office to the PA, Tel: 241 2848/9, Fax: 241 
2850, repal-gov-pal@hotmail.com • Australia, Tel: 242 5301, Fax: 240 8290, austrep@palnet.com, ausaid@palnet.
com • Austria, Tel: 240 1477, Fax: 240 0479 • Brazil, Tel: 241 3753, Fax: 241 3756, admin-office@rep-brazil.
org • Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, Tel: 240 58 60/1, Fax: 2405862, representacionenpalestina@yahoo.
com, representacionenpalestina@hotmail.com • Canada, Tel: 297 8430, Fax: 297 8446, rmlah@international.gc.ca 
• Chile, Tel: 296 0850, Fax: 298 4768, chileram@palnet.com • Cyprus, Tel: 240 6959, Fax: 240 4897 • Czech 
Republic, Tel: 296 5595, Fax: 296 5596 • Denmark, Tel: 242 2330, Fax: 240 0331 • Egypt, Tel: 297 7774, Fax: 
297 7772 • Finland, Tel: 240 0340, Fax: 240 0343 • Germany, Tel: 298 4788, Fax: 298 4786, gerrprof@palnet.
com • Hungary, Tel: 240 7676, Fax: 240 7678, humisram@palnet.com • India, Tel: 290 3033, Fax: 290 3035, roi_
ramallah@palnet.com • Ireland, Tel: 240 6811/2/3, Fax: 240 6816, irishrep@palnet.com • Japan, Tel: 241 3120, Fax: 
241 3123 • Jordan, Tel: 297 4625, Fax: 297 4624 • Mexico, Tel: 297 5592, Fax: 297 5594, ofimex-ramala@palnet.
com • Norway, Tel: 235 8600, Fax: 234 5079, repram@mfa.no • Poland, Tel: 297 1318, Fax: 297 1319 • Portugal, 
Tel: 240 7291/3, Fax: 240 7294 • Republic of Korea, Tel: 240 2846/7, Fax: 240 2848 • Russian Federation, 
Tel: 240 0970, Fax: 240 0971 • South Africa, Tel: 298 7355, Fax: 298 7356, sarep@sarep.org, www.sarep.org • 
Sri Lanka, Telefax: 290 4271 • Switzerland, Tel: 240 8360, vertretung@rah.rep.admin.ch • The Netherlands, 
Tel: 240 6639, Fax: 240 9638 • The People’s Republic of China, Tel: 295 1222, Fax: 295 1221, chinaoffice@
palnet.com

Gaza Strip (08) Egypt, Tel: 282 4290, Fax: 282 0718 • Germany, Tel: 282 5584, Fax: 284 4855 • Jordan, 
Tel: 282 5134, Fax: 282 5124 • Morocco, Tel: 282 4264, Fax: 282 4104 • Norway, Tel: 282 4615, Fax: 282 1902 
• Qatar, Tel: 282 5922, Fax: 282 5932 • South Africa, Tel: 284 1313, Fax: 284 1333 • Tunisia, Tel: 282 5018, 
Fax: 282 5028

United Nations and International Organisations

FAO - Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations Jerusalem (02), TeleFax: 532 2757, 532 1950, 
registry.fao@undp.org, www.fao.org • IBRD - International Bank for Reconstruction and De vel opment (World 
Bank), West Bank (02), Tel: 236 6500 Fax: 236 6543, Gaza (08) Tel: 282 4746 Fax: 282 4296, firstletterofsurname.
familyname@worldbank.org • IMF, - International Monetary Fund, www.imf.org, Gaza (08), Tel: 282 5913; Fax: 
282 5923, West Bank (02), Tel: 236 6530; Fax: 236 6543 • ILO - International Labor Organization, Jerusalem 
(02), Tel: 626 0212, 628 0933, Fax: 627 6746, Khaled.doudine@undp.org, Ramallah (02), Tel: 290 0022, Fax: 290 
0023, Nablus (09), Tel: 237 5692 - 233 8371, Fax: 233 8370 • OHCHR - Office of the High Commissioner for 
Human Rights, Gaza (08), Tel: 282 7021, Fax: 282 7321, ohchr@undp.org, West Bank Office, Telefax: 02-296 
5534 • UNESCO - United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization, Ramallah (02), 
Tel: 295 9740, Fax: 295 9741, unesco@palnet.com • UNFPA - United Nations Population Fund, Jerusalem 
(02), Tel: 581 7292, Fax: 581 7382, unfpa.ps@undp.org, www.unfpa.ps • UNICEF - United Nations Children’s 
Fund, Jerusalem (02), Tel: 583 0013,4 Fax: 583 0806, Gaza (08), Tel: 286 2400, Fax: 286 2800, Jerusalem@
unicef.org • UNIFEM - United Nations Development Fund for Women, Telefax: 628 0450, Tel: 628 0661 • 
UN OCHA - United Nations Office for Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, Tel: 582 9962/02 - 582 5853, 
Fax: 582 5841, ochaopt@un.org, www.ochaopt.org • UNRWA - United Nations Relief and Works Agency, 
Gaza (08), Tel: 677 7333, Fax: 677 7555, unrwapio@unrwa.org, West Bank (02), Tel: 589 0401, Fax: 532 2714, 
firstletterofsurname.familyname@unrwa.org • UNSCO - Office of the Special Coordinator for the Middle East 
Peace Process, Tel: 08-284 3555/02-568 7276, Fax: 08-282 0966/02-568 7288, UNSCO-Media@un.org, www.
unsco.org • UNTSO - United Nations Truce Supervision Organization, Jerusalem (02), Tel: 568 7222 - 568 
7444, Fax: 568 7400, DPKO-UNTSO-admin@un.org • WFP - World Food Programme, Gaza (08), Tel: 282 
7463, Fax: 282 7921, Jerusalem (02), Tel: 540 1340, Fax: 540 1227, Arnold.Vercken@wfp.org • WHO - World 
Health Organization, Jerusalem (02), Tel: 540 0595, Fax: 581 0193, who@papp.undp.org, Gaza (08), Tel: 282 
2033, Fax: 284 5409, who@palnet.com • World Bank, Tel: 236 6500, Fax: 236 6543

United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)
Programme of Assistance to the Palestinian People (PAPP)

4 Al-Ya’qubi Street, Jerusalem, Tel: 02 6268200, Fax: 02 6268222 
E-mail: registry.papp@undp.org / URL: http://www.papp.undp.org
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East Jerusalem (02) Hospitals Augusta Victoria, Tel: 627 9911 • Dajani Maternity, Tel: 583 3906 
• Hadassah (Ein Kerem), Tel: 677 7111 • Hadassah (Mt. Scopus), Tel: 584 4111 • Maqassed, Tel: 627 0222 
• Red Crescent Maternity, Tel: 628 6694 • St. John’s Opthalmic, Tel: 582 8325 • St. Joseph, Tel: 591 
1911 • Clinics and Centers Arab Health Center, Tel: 628 8726 • CHS Clinics, Tel: 628 0602/0499 • Ibn 
Sina Medical Center, Tel: 540 0083/9, 532 2536 • Jerusalem First Aid Clinic, Tel: 626 4055 • Medical 
Relief Womens, Health Clinic, Tel: 583 3510 • Palestinian Counseling Center, Tel: 656 2272, 656 
2627 • Peace Medical Center, Tel: 532 7111, 532 4259 • Red Crescent Society, Tel: 586 056 • Spafford 
Children’s Clinic, Tel: 628 4875 • The Austrian Arab Commu nity Clinic (AACC), Tel: 627 3246 • The 
Jerusalem Princess Basma Center for Disabled Children, Tel: 628 3058 

Bethlehem (02) Hospitals Al-Dibis Maternity, Tel: 274 4242 • Al-Hussein Government, Tel: 274 
1161 • Bethlehem Arab Society for Rehabilitation, Tel: 274 4049-51, Fax: 274 4053 • Caritas Baby, Tel: 
275 8500, Fax: 275 8501 • Mental Health, Tel: 274 1155 • Shepherd’s Field Hospital, Tel: 277 5092 • St. 
Mary’s Maternity, Tel: 274 2443 • The Holy Family, Tel: 274 1151, Fax: 274 1154 Clinics and Centers 
Beit Sahour Medical Center, Tel: 277 4443 • Bethlehem Dental Center, Tel: 274 3303 

Hebron (02) Hos pi tals Amira Alia, Tel: 222 8126 • Al-Ahli, Tel: 222 0212 • Al-Meezan, Tel: 225 7400/1 
• Al-Za’tari, Tel: 222 9035 • Mohammed Ali, Tel: 225 3883/4 • Shaheera, Tel: 222 6982 • St. John’s 
Opthalmic, Tel: 223 6047 • The Red Crescent, Tel: 222 8333 • Yattah Governmental Hospital, Tel: 
227 1017, 227 1019 Clinics and Centers Red Crescent Society, Tel: 222 7450 • UPMRC, Tel: 222 6663 

Jericho (02) Hospitals Jericho Government, Tel: 232 1967/8/9 Clinics and Centers UPMRC, Tel: 
232 2148 

Nablus (09) Hospitals Al-Aqsa Hospital and Medical Center, Tel: 294 7666 • Al-Ittihad, Tel: 237 
1491 • Al-Watani, Tel: 238 0039 • Al-Zakat Hospital (TolKarem), Tel: 268 0680 • Aqraba Maternity 
Home, Tel: 259 8550 • Rafidia, Tel: 239 0390 • Salfit Emergency Governmental Hospital, Tel: 251 5111 
• Specialized Arab Hospital, Tel: 239 0390 • St. Luke’s, Tel: 238 3818 • UNRWA Qalqilia Hospital 
(Qalqiliya), Tel: 294 0008 Clinics and Centers Al-Amal Center, Tel: 238 3778 • Arab Medical Center, 
Tel: 237 1515 • Hagar (Handicapped Equipment Center), Tel: 239 8687 • Red Crescent Society, Tel: 
238 2153 • UPMRC, Tel: 283 7178

Ramallah & Al-Bireh (02) Hospitals Arabcare Hospital, Tel: 298 6420 • AL-Karmel 
Maternity Home, Tel: 247 1026 • Al-Mustaqbal Hospital, Tel: 240 4562 • AL-Nather Maternity 
Hospital, Tel: 295 5295 • Ash-Sheikh Zayed Hospital, Tel: 298 8088 • Birziet Maternity Home, 
Tel: 281 0616 • Care Specialized Dental Center, Tel: 297 5090 • Khaled Surgical Hospital, Tel: 
295 5640 • Ramallah Government Hospitals, Tel: 298 2216/7 • Red Crescent Hospital, Tel: 240 
6260 Clinics and Centers Arab Medical Center, Tel: 295 4334 • Arabcare Medical Center, 
Tel: 298 6420 • Emergency & Trauma Center, Tel: 298 8088 • Harb Heart Center, Tel: 296 0336 
• Modern Dental Center, Tel: 298 0630 • National Center for Blood Diseases “Hippocrates” 
Thalessemia and Hemophilia Center, Tel: 296 5082, Fax: 296 5081 • Patients’ Friends Society  
K. Abu Raya Re ha bili tation Centre, Tel: 295 7060/1 • Palestinian Hemophilia Association-PHA, 
Telefax: 297 5588 • Peace Medical Center, Tel: 295 9276 • Red Crescent Society, Tel: 240 6260 • UPMRC, 
Tel: 298 4423, 296 0686 

Gaza Strip (08) Hospitals Al-Ahli Al-Arabi, Tel: 286 3014 • Dar Al-Salam, Tel: 285 4240 • Nasser, Tel: 
205 1244 • Shifa, Tel: 286 2765 Clinics and Centers Arab Medical Center, Tel: 286 2163 • Beit Hanoun 
Clinic, Tel: 285 8065 • Dar Al-Shifa, Tel: 286 5520 • Hagar (Handicapped Equipment Center), Tel: 284 
2636 • St. John’s Opthalmic, Tel: 284 8445 • UPMRC, Tel: 282 7837

East Jerusalem (02) Quds Bank (Al-Ezzarieh), Tel: 279 8803 • Arab Bank (Al-Ezzarieh), Tel: 279 6671, 
Fax: 279 6677 • Arab Bank (Al-Ram), Tel: 234 8710, Fax: 234 8717 • Center for Development Consultancy 
(CDC), Tel: 583 3183, Fax: 583 3185 • Commer cial Bank of Palestine, Tel: 279 9886, Fax: 279 9258 

Bethlehem (02) Arab Bank, Tel: 277 0080, Fax: 277 0088 • Arab Land Bank, Tel: 274 0861 • Cairo-
Amman Bank, Tel: 274 4971, Fax: 274 4974 • Jordan National Bank, Tel: 277 0351, Fax: 277 0354 • Bank 
of Palestine Ltd., Tel: 276 5515/6, Fax: 276 5517 • Palestine Investment Bank, Tel: 277 0888, Fax: 277 0889 

Hebron (02) Quds Bank, Tel: 221 1357 • Al-Ahli Bank, Tel: 222 4801/2/3/4 • Arab Bank, Tel: 222 6410, 
Fax: 222 6418 • Bank of Palestine Ltd., Tel: 225 0001/2/3 • Cairo-Amman Bank, (Wadi Al-Tuffah) Tel: 222 
5353/4/5 • Cairo-Amman Bank, (Al-Balad) Tel: 222 9803/4 • Cairo-Amman Bank, (The Islamic Branch) 
Tel: 222 7877 • Islamic Arab Bank, Tel: 2254156/7 • Islamic Bank, Tel: 222 6768 • Jordan Bank, Tel: 222 
4351/2/3/4 • Palestine Investment Bank, Tel: 225 2701/2/3/4 • The Housing Bank, Tel: 225 0055 

Border Crossings
Allenby Bridge 02-994 2302 
Arava Border 08-630 0555
Eretz Crossing 08-674 1672
Rafah Border 08-673 4205 
Sheikh Hussien 04-609 3410

City Fire Ambulance Police 
Jerusalem* 02-6282222 101 100 
CHS (Old City Jerusalem) 101 / 050-319120 
Bethlehem 02-274 1123 101 / 02-274 4222 02-274 8231 
Gaza 08-2863633 101 / 08-2863633 08-2863400 
Hebron 102/22 28121-2-3 101  100
Jericho 02-232 2658 101 / 02-232 1170 02-232 2521 
Jenin 04-250 1225 101 / 04-250 2601 04-250 1035 
Nablus 09-238 3444 101 / 09-238 0399 09-238 3518 
Ramallah 02-295 6102 101 / 02-240 0666 02-295 6571 
Child Helpline Palestine (121) free line
Tulkarem 09-267 2106 101 / 09-267 2140 09-267 2161 
Qalqilia 09-294 0440 101 / 09-294 0440 09-294 22730 

Calls from Overseas
Dial access code, international 
country code (972) or (970), 
area code (without the zero), 
desired number

Telephone Services
Bezeq
Wake up calls 1475
Talking Clock  
Time around the world 1455
Vocal Information 1975
Pager Service 1705
Repeat call *41
Last call  *42
Call waiting *70
Call forwarding *71
General information 199
Services 164
Corporate services 166

Tourism and An tiq uities 
Police
Bethlehem 02-277 0750/1
Gaza 08-282 9017
Jericho 02-232 4011
Nablus 09-385 244

Paltel
Wake up calls 175
Free fax service 167
Follow me  
(forwarding calls) 72*
Phone book 144
Maintenance 166
Information 199
Internet maintenance 167

Ramallah (02) Quds Bank (Al-Masyoon), Tel: 297 0014, (El-Bireh), Tel: 298 3391 • Al Rafah Microfinance 
Bank, Tel: 297 8710, Fax: 297 8880 • Arab Bank, (Al-Balad) Tel: 298 6480, Fax: 298 6488 • Arab Bank, 
(Al-Bireh), Tel: 295 9581, Fax: 295 9588 • Arab Bank, (Al-Manara) Tel: 295 4821, Fax: 295 4824 • Arab Bank 
(Masyoun Branch), Tel: 297 8100 • Arab Land Bank, Tel: 295 8421 • Bank of Palestine, Tel: 296 5010, Fax: 
298 5920 • Bank of Palestine, (Al-Irsal) Tel: 296 6860, Fax: 296 6864 • Arab Palestinian Investment Bank, 
Tel: 298 7126, Fax: 298 7125 • Beit Al-Mal Holdings, Tel: 298 6916, Fax: 298 6916 • HSBC Bank Middle 
East, Tel: 298 7802, Fax: 298 7804 • Cairo-Amman Bank, Tel: 298 3500, Fax: 295 5437 • The Center for 
Private Enterprise Development, Tel: 298 6786, Fax: 298 6787 • Commercial Bank of Palestine, Tel: 
295 4141, Fax: 295 4145 • Cooperative Development Unit, Tel: 290 0029, Fax: 290 0029 • Deutsche 
Ausgleichsbank (DTA), Tel: 298 4462, Fax: 295 2610 • The Housing Bank, Tel: 298 6270, Fax: 298 6276 • 
International Islamic Arab Bank, Tel: 240 7060, Fax: 240 7065 • Jordan Bank, Tel: 295 8686, Fax: 2958684 
• Jordan-Gulf Bank, Tel: 298 7680, Fax: 298 7682 • Jordan-Kuwait Bank, Tel: 240 6725, Fax: 240 6728 • 
Jordan National Bank, Tel: 295 9343, Fax: 295 9341 • Palestine International Bank (PIB), Tel: 298 3300, 
Fax: 298 3333 • Palestine Investment Bank, Tel: 298 7880, Fax: 298 7881 • Palestine Islamic Bank, Tel: 
295 0247, Fax: 295 7146 • Union Bank, Tel: 298 6412, Fax: 295 6416 

Gaza Strip (08) Quds Bank (Al-Remal), Tel: 284 4333 • Arab Bank, Tel: 08-286 6288, Fax: 282 0704 • 
Arab Bank (Al-Rimal), Tel: 282 4729, Fax: 282 4719 • Arab Bank, (Khan Younis) Tel: 205 4775, Fax: 205 4745 
• Arab Bank (Karny), Tel: 280 0020, Fax: 280 0028 • Arab Land Bank, Tel: 282 2046, Fax: 282 1099 • Bank 
of Palestine Ltd., Tel: 282 3272, Fax: 286 5667 • Beit Al-Mal Holdings, Tel: 282 0722, Fax: 282 5786 • 
Cairo-Amman Bank, Tel: 282 4950, Fax: 282 4830 • Commercial Bank of Palestine, Tel: 282 5806, Fax: 
282 5816 • The Housing Bank, Tel: 282 6322, Fax: 286 1143 • Jordan Bank, Tel: 282 0707, Fax: 282 4341 • 
Palestine Development Fund, Tel: 282 4286, Fax: 282 4286 • Palestine International Bank (PIB), Tel: 
284 4333, Fax: 284 4303 • Palestine Investment Bank, Tel: 282 2105, Fax: 282 2107 

Nablus (09) Quds Bank, Tel: 235 9741, (Nablus Aljded) , Tel: 239 7782 • Arab Bank, Tel: 238 2340, Fax: 
238 2351 • Arab Bank (Askar), Tel: 231 1694, Fax: 234 2076 • Arab Land Bank, Tel: 238 3651, Fax: 238 3650 
• Bank of Palestine Ltd., Tel: 238 2030, Fax: 238 2923 • Bank of Palestine (Al-Misbah), Tel: 231 1460, Fax: 
231 1922 • Cairo-Amman Bank, Tel: 238 1301, Fax: 238 1590 • Commercial Bank of Palestine, Tel: 238 
5160, Fax: 238 5169 • The Housing Bank, Tel: 238 6060, Fax: 238 6066 • Jordan Bank, Tel: 238 1120, Fax: 
238 1126 • Jordan-Gulf Bank, Tel: 238 2191, Fax: 238 1953 • Jordan-Kuwait Bank, Tel: 237 7223, Fax: 
237 7181 • Jordan-National Bank, Tel: 238 2280, Fax: 238 2283 • Palestine Investment Bank, Tel: 238 
5051, Fax: 238 5057 • Palestine International Bank, Tel: 239 7780, Fax: 239 7788
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Arts and Culture: Al Rowwad Theatre Centre www.alrowwad.virtualactivism.net, A.M. Qattan 
Foundation www.qattanfoundation.org, Ashtar Theater www.ashtar-theatre.org, Al Kasaba Theatre and 
Cinematheque www.alkasaba.org, Al-Ma’mal Foundation for Contemporary Art www.almamalfoundation.
org, Al Mathaf www.almathaf.ps, ArtSchool Palestine www.artschoolpalestine.com, Baha Boukhari www.
baha-cartoon.net, Educational Bookshop www.educationalbookshop.com, Family Net www.palestine-
family.net, Khalil Sakakini Cultural Center (Ramallah) www.sakakini.org, Paltel Virtual Gallery (Birzeit 
University) www.virtualgallery.birzeit.edu, Rim Banna www.rimbanna.com, RIWAQ: Centre for Architectural 
Conservation www.riwaq.org, Sunbula (fair trade/crafts) www.sunbula.org, The Popular Arts Centre 
www.popularartcentre.org, Sumud www.sumud.net, Pal es tinian Pottery www.pal es tinianpottery.com, The 
International Center of Bethlehem (Dar Annadwa) www.annadwa.org, The Musical Intifada www.
docjazz.com, El-funoun www.el-funoun.org, Sabreen Association for Artistic Development www.sabreen.
org, The Virtual Gallery www.virtualgallery.birzeit.edu, 

Business and Economy: Arab Pal es tinian In vestment Com pany www.apic-pal.com, Hebron Store 
www.hebron-store.com, Jawwal www.jawwal.ps, Massar www.massar.com, The Palestinian Economic 
Council for De vel opment and Re con struction (PECDAR) www.pecdar.org, Pal es tinian Securities 
Ex change, Ltd. www.p-s-e.com, Pal es tine Development and In vestment Ltd. (PADICO) www.padico.
com, Paltel Group. www.paltelgroup.ps, Tatweer Information Technology & Business Solutions www.
progress.ps, Wataniya Palestine www.wataniya-palestine.com 

Directories, ISPs and Por tals: Jaffa Net www.weino.com, Hadara www.hadara.ps, Al-Quds Network 
www.alqudsnet.com, Masader, the Palestinian NGO Portal www.masader.ps, Palseek www.palseek.
com, Paleye www.paleye.com, Al Buraq www.alburaq.net, The Palestinian NGO Portal www.masader.ps 

Government: PLO Negotiations Affairs Department (NAD) www.nad-plo.org, PNA www.pna.gov.ps, 
Ministry of Higher Edu cation www.mohe.gov.ps, Min is try of In dus try www.industry.gov.ps, Ministry of 
Education www.moe.gov.ps, Min is try of Health www.moh.gov.ps, Government Computer Center www.
gcc.gov.ps, Orient House www.orienthouse.org 

Health and Mental Health: Augusta Victoria Hospital www.avh.org, Gaza Community Mental Health 
Programme www.gcmhp.net, Ministry of Health www.moh.gov.ps, Palestinian Counseling Center 
www.pcc-jer.org, Red Crescent Society www.palestinercs.org, Spafford Children’s Clinic www.spafford-
jerusalem.org, UNFPA www.unfpa.ps, Union of Palestinian Medical Relief Committees www.upmrc.org, 
Bethlehem Arab Society for Rehabilitation www.basr.org, Palestine Medical Council www.pmc.ps

Human Rights Organisations: Al Haq www.alhaq.org, Defence for Children International Palestine 
Section www.dci-pal.org, Human Rights and Good Governance Secretariat in the oPt www.humanrights.
ps, LAW - The Pal es tinian Society for the Pro tection of Human Rights and the Environment 
www.lawsociety.org, The Palestinian Centre for Human Rights www.pchrgaza.org, BADIL www.badil.org, 
Women’s Affairs Technical Committee (WATC) www.pal-watc.org; www.pcc-jer.org

Research and News: Applied Research Institute - Jerusalem www.arij.org, JMCC www.jmcc.org, 
PASSIA www.passia.org, MIFTAH www.miftah.org, AMIN www.amin.org, Al Quds www.alquds.com, Al 
Ayyam www.al-ayyam.com, WAFA www.wafa.pna.net, Palestine Wildlife Society www.wildlife-pal.org, 93.6 
RAM FM www.ramfm.net, Ramallah on line www.ramallahonline.com, Ramattan Studios www.ramattan.
com, Palestine Family Net www.palestine-family.net, Palestine Mapping Centre www.palmap.org, The 
Palestine Monitor www.palestinemonitor.org, The Palestinian Center for Rapprochement between 
People www.imemc.org, OCHA- The United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian 
Affairs www.ochaopt.org, Englishpal www.englishpal.ps, Ma’an News Agency www.maannews.net/en

Tourism: Ministry of Tourism www.travelpalestine.ps, Arab Hotel Association www.palestinehotels.
com, Holy land Incoming Tour Operators Association www.holylandoperators.com, Diyafa Hospitality 
Management Consultants Group www.diyafa.ps, visitpalestine www.visitpalestine.ps

Travel Agencies: Al ter native Tourism Group www.patg.org, Atlas Aviation www.atlasavia.com, Awad 
Tourist Agency www.awad-tours.com, Aweidah Tours www.aweidah.com, Blessed Land Travel www.
blessedland.com, Crown Tours www.crown-tours.com, Daher Travel www.dahertravel.com, Guiding Star 
www.guidingstarltd.com, Halabi Tours and Travel Co. www.halabitours.ps, Jiro Tours www.jirotours.com, Mt. 
of Olives Tours www.olivetours.com, Pioneer Links www.pioneer-links.com, Raha Tours www.rahatravel.
com, Ramallah Travel Agency www.kaoud.org, United Travel www.unitedtravelltd.com, Universal Tourist 
Agency www.universal-jer.com

Universities: Birzeit University www.birzeit.edu, An-Najjah University www.najah.edu, Al-Quds 
University www.alquds.edu, Al-Azhar University (Gaza) www.alazhar-gaza.edu, Arab American University 
www.aauj.edu, Bethlehem University www.bethlehem.edu, Hebron University www.hebron.edu, The 
Islamic University (Gaza) www.iugaza.edu, Palestine Polytechnic www.ppi.edu

As Palestine continues its struggle for independence, it has already begun to acquire sovereign cyberspace recognition. 
A difficult three-year international debate resulted in the “Occupied Palestinian Territory” being officially assigned the 
two-letter suffix, “.ps,” in the ISO 3166-1 list for the representation of names of countries or territories. The successful 
struggle to attain country code 970 led the way for the Internet Corporation for Associated Names and Numbers 
(ICANN), the international corporation that manages the country code Top-Level Domain (ccTLD) system on the 
Internet, on 22 March 2000, to assign Palestine its unique country identifier, “.ps,” in line with other sovereign nations 
such as .fr for France and .ca for Canada.

Map Source: PalMap - GSE
© Copyright to GSE and PalMap
Map source, designer and publisher:
GSE - Good Shepherd Engineering & Computing
P.O.Box 524, 8 Jamal Abdel Nasser St.,
Bethlehem, West Bank, Palestine
Tel: +970 2 2744728 / Fax: +970 2 2751204 (Also +972)
map@palmap.org / www.gsecc.com / www.palmap.org
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The Last Word

Sani P. Meo
Publisher

Morality vs. Self-Interest
In a recent trip to Israel, John R. Bolton, the US former permanent 

representative to the United Nations, was quoted as saying that the Palestinian 
effort to seek UN recognition as an independent state essentially means “next 
to nothing” and that the move should not be taken seriously. Well, for someone 
who could not gain US Senate confirmation to renew his tenure after a mere 17 
months in office and who does not conceal his ambition to be the Republican 
Party nominee for the next American presidential election, his statements make 
sense. If that were true, however, why the panic in the Israeli and American 
administrations? Why the intricate and extensive plans to counteract the 
Palestinian move, including the Israeli prime minister’s trips abroad to personally 
try to dissuade countries to vote in favour of an independent Palestinian state? 
Maybe he knows more than we do! Who knows?

Palestinians are fully aware of the fact that the United States will use its veto 
power at the Security Council to block official recognition of a Palestinian state. 
At the same time, they’re also aware that overwhelming support at the General 
Assembly will entitle them, among other things, to request that Palestine’s 
current status as observer be upgraded to member-state status with no voting 
power, which, in turn, will enable Palestine to become an official member of 
international bodies such as UNICEF, UNESCO, etc. As Prime Minister Fayyad 
has said, after September, things will not be the same. In all likelihood, the 
status on the ground will remain the same – at least for a while – but in my 
opinion, exercising our option at the United Nations is a good move and will 
only enhance our position if and when we negotiate with Israel. It just might 
also be the quickest means to change the current, unsustainable status quo.

Along with their intensive efforts to secure as much regional and international 
support as possible, Palestinians are already monitoring reactions and positions 
of the world countries and are keeping notes. I expect world countries’ positions 
will have a bearing in future relationships with Palestine. It seems that Norway 
is probably at the forefront of the Western powers that support an independent 
Palestinian state on 1967 borders with East Jerusalem as its capital. Canada, 
on the other hand, has already declared its shocking position of opposing 
such a move and has actually been playing quite an unconstructive role in 
the conflict. The word is that the official Canadian stance today is even more 
extreme than that of the American administration! 

True, Palestine has neither oil nor enough economic muscles to impose 
sanctions, but the question of Palestine will always remain a test for international 
conscience regarding the matter of grave injustice towards a displaced people 
and blatant denial of human rights. History has taught us that some countries 
have lost their dignity and their soul in return for short-term self-interest. What 
good will it be for you to gain the whole world, yet forfeit your soul? (Mt 16:26) 

Palestine will always remain the barometer of international morality.

Qatayef, a 
traditional 
Ramadan delicacy. 
It is normaly 
stuffed with white 
cheese or nuts 
with lots of simple 
syrup. Photo by 
George Azar.






